
INTRODUCTION 
• Enable readers to turn writing into MEANING 

Reading Skills 

WRITING 

MEANING 

INDEPENDENCE COMPREHENSION FLUENCY 



Reading for Academic Purpose  

Texts of different genres & rhetorical structures 

Sources & Text Types  Skills  

Journals 

Research articles 

Periodicals 

Science-based texts  

Select, access, discuss, respond 

critically 

Express agreement & disagreement,  

state advantages & disadvantages,  

make inferential opinion & justification 

Literary texts  Evaluate, analyse, appreciate  



CRITICAL READING 
(Soles, 2005) 

 More demanding than casual reading 

 Demands more attention and concentration 

 Requires critical reading strategy  



Critical Reading 

 Read with a purpose 

 Ask questions to help you put the pieces of the puzzle together 

 Skim and scan the text beforehand 

 Read in depth 

 Read to identify the logic of the piece 

 Identify the points the author is trying to say, the concepts he 

uses or develops for that purpose, the evidence he brings to 

discuss the key points 

 Reflect upon the text 

 Evaluate the argument 

 Summarise key points & important ideas in the text 

 Paraphrase in own words 



Critical Response to reading texts 

 Use questions cues 

 Pose central questions and possible answers 

 Identify reasons to support the possible answers 

 Evaluate the truth and acceptability of the supporting reasons 

 Draw final conclusions on the merit of the possible answers 



Critical Response to reading texts 

Central questions 

• pose thought-provoking questions 
• identify two possible positions 

• decide which position that best answers the central question  

Identifying reasons 

• explore each position by identifying some reasons for it 
• provide support for the chosen position (why you think it is correct) 
• use examples from the texts and your background knowledge or 

experience while citing your reasons 



Critical Response to reading texts 

Evaluating reasons 

• decide whether the reasons are completely true or completely false 

• give examples from the texts to support a reason is true or false 

Drawing conclusions 

• write conclusions and justify your reasons  



ASKING QUESTIONS ABOUT  

WHAT YOU READ 

Who is the author of the text? 

What is her stand on the issue she’s addressing? 

What are her interests, arguments, or possible biases? 

What are her intent when writing the text? 

Who is the intended audience? 

How does the author support her arguments or ideas? 

What language has she used to convey her ideas on this 

topic to this audience for this purpose? 

Based on your own knowledge and experience, what do 

you think about her ideas, intent, language, and support? 

How well does the author achieve her goal? 


