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MARKS/COMPONEN

T 

Excellent 

(20-17 marks) 

Good 

(16-13 marks) 

Moderate 

(12-9 marks) 

 

Poor 

(8-5 marks) 

Very Poor 

(4-0 marks) 

 

 

 

 

 

CONTENT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Very comprehensive 

discussion of the 

issue/topic 

 Develops ideas very 

effectively and 

critically 

 Excellent  linking of  

contents and 

information with the 

main ideas and 

supporting details 

clearly provided   

 Shows mature 

treatment of the topic 

 Stay focused on the 

topic; does not stray 

away into other areas 

 

 Good discussion of 

the issue/topic  

 Develop ideas well 

with substantial 

elements of critical 

thinking present 

 Good linking of  

contents and 

information with the 

main ideas and 

supporting details 

clearly provided   

 Shows reasonably 

mature treatment of 

the topic 

 Does not stray away 

from the topic 

although one or two 

examples may not be 

appropriate 

 

 Moderate discussion 

of the issue/topic  

 Develops ideas 

satisfactorily with few 

elements of critical 

thinking present 

 Satisfactory  linking 

of  contents and 

information with the 

main ideas and 

supporting details 

moderately provided   

 Shows satisfactorily 

mature treatment of 

the topic 

 Tend to stray away 

from the topic by 

providing some 

irrelevant 

information. 

 

 Poor discussion of the 

issue/topic  

 Poor development of 

ideas with no 

evidence of critical 

thinking present 

 Poor  linking of  

contents and 

information with 

either the main ideas 

and supporting details  

missing   

 Hardly shows mature 

treatment of the topic 

 Strays away from the 

topic by providing 

some irrelevant 

information. 

 

 

 

 Very poor 

discussion of 

the 

issue/topic  

 Unclear 

development 

of ideas  and 

no evidence 

of critical 

thinking 

present 

 Very poor  

linking of  

contents and 

information 

with the 

main ideas 

and 

supporting 

details 

generally 

missing   

 Shallow and 

immature 

treatment of 

the topic 

 Completely 



strays away 

from the 

topic by 

providing 

totally 

irrelevant 

information. 

 

MARKS/COMPONEN

T 

Excellent 

(20-17 marks) 

Good 

(16-13 marks) 

Moderate 

(12-9 marks) 

 

Poor 

(8-5 marks) 

Very Poor 

(4-0 marks) 

 

 

 

 

 

LANGUAGE 

 

 

 

 

 Language very 

accurate apart from 

one or two slips; 

hardly any spelling 

errors 

 Uses wide variety of 

sentence structures 

(compound and 

complex) effectively 

 Very appropriate and 

varied vocabulary 

 Ideas are cohesively  

linked through the use 

of cohesive devices 

and transitional links 

 Language largely 

accurate with few 

minor errors; spelling 

generally accurate 

 Uses some variety of 

sentence structures 

(more of compound 

and less of complex) 

effectively 

 Appropriate and 

varied vocabulary 

 Ideas are somewhat 

cohesively  linked 

through the use of 

cohesive devices and 

transitional links 

 Language sometime 

accurate but mistakes 

more serious with 

spelling errors 

 Limited variety of 

sentence structures, 

generally simple 

sentences 

 Modestly appropriate 

vocabulary but these 

are mainly simple 

common words 

 Attempts to link ideas 

but not quite 

satisfactorily due to 

inappropriate 

cohesive devices and 

transitional links 

 

 Language largely 

inaccurate with many 

spelling errors 

 Hardly any variety of 

sentence structures, 

mainly simple 

sentences 

 Hardly any 

appropriate 

vocabulary; the ones 

present are mainly 

simple common 

words 

 Hardly any attempts 

to link ideas  

 Language 

grossly 

inaccurate 

with serious  

spelling 

errors 

 Strings of 

words do not 

make up 

clear  

sentence 

structures at 

all 

 Totally 

inappropriate 

vocabulary 

use. 

 No attempts 

to link ideas  

MARKS/COMPONEN

T 

Excellent 

(6 marks) 

Good 

(5 marks) 

Moderate 

(4-3 marks) 

Poor 

( 2 marks) 

Very Poor 

(1 mark) 

 

 

ORGANISATION/ 

 Paragraphs show a 

very clear unity with 

 Paragraphs show 

reasonable evidence 

 Paragraphs show little 

unity and evidence of 

 Paragraphs do not 

show any unity or 

 Paragraphing 

may be 



FORMAT 

 

 

evidence of planning 

 Written work  is well 

organized, containing 

introduction, body 

and conclusion 

sections 

of planning 

 Written work  is 

reasonably organized, 

containing 

introduction, body 

and conclusion 

sections 

planning not clearly 

seen 

 Written work  is 

satisfactorily 

organized, containing 

short sections of 

introduction, body 

and conclusion 

plan 

 Disorganized writing; 

unclear sections of 

introduction, body 

and conclusion 

haphazard or 

non-existent; 

shows no 

unity and 

planning  

 Totally 

disorganized 

writing, 

containing 

no  

introduction, 

body and 

conclusion 

 

 

BIBLIOGRAPHY LIST 

Excellent 

(4 marks) 

Good 

(3 marks) 

Moderate 

(2 marks) 

Poor 

(1 mark) 

Very poor 

(0 mark) 

 Bibliographic 

entries are 

accurately 

recorded for the 

sources referred 

for the term 

paper  

 Accurate 

punctuation for 

the bibliography 

list 

 Bibliographic 

entries are fairly 

accurate with a 

few minor errors 

in recording the 

entries for the 

sources referred 

for the term 

paper 

 Slight errors of 

punctuation in 

recording the 

bibliography list 

 Bibliographic 

entries are 

satisfactorily 

recorded with 

some errors in 

recording the 

entries such as 

sequencing the 

details 

 Some 

punctuation 

errors in 

recording the 

bibliography list 

 Bibliographic 

entries are poorly 

recorded with 

rampant errors in 

recording the 

details of the 

sources referred 

for the term 

paper 

 Rampant 

punctuation 

errors in 

recording the 

bibliography list 

 No 

bibliogr

aphy list 

is 

enclose

d for the 

term 

paper 

 
 


