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TECHNICAL PAPER
• It is a document that describes the 

process, progress, or results of 
technical or scientific research. 

• It might also include 
recommendations and conclusions 
of the research.

• Technical paper is the compressed 
version of the FYP report. It must be 
full of fact and figure, information 
and analyses of your results.

 



TEMPLATE FORMAT DETAIL
TITLE: 
• The title must not to short or too long. It can be different from your thesis, depend on what 

are you focusing in the technical paper.

ABSTRACT: 
• It is the synopsis of your technical paper. Consist of problem statement, research aim or 

objective in the technical paper, methodology, main finding, analyses and conclusions. 

INTRODUCTION: 
• Write a short literature review here. Please mention the research gap that you found from 

your reading. 
• Last paragraph, write the objective of your research, methodology and research 

condition that you have conducted.

METHODOLOGY: 
• Explain the main method and procedure on how you conducting this research. 
• It is including the materials' properties and analyses procedure. 



TEMPLATE FORMAT DETAIL
RESULT & DISCUSSION: 
• Show your RESULTS. Make sure your figure is "self-explained" and readable. Font in the 

figure is not too small. Figure must be clear and not blur. 
• Explain and discuss the reason why the result occur in such manner. Discuss the 

similarity or contradiction between your results and other researchers. 
• You may get a lot of explanation of your result from the literature review readings.

CONCLUSION: 
• Conclude the results that you show in the previous section. Result and conclusion in the 

technical paper may be different with your conclusion in your thesis. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT: 
• An opportunity to thank those who have helped and supported you personally and 

professionally during your dissertation process.

REFERENCES: 
• Please write your references correctly, according the format. There are 2 common format 

used in UTM which are name and year format (Ahmad et al., 2017) or numbering format [1].
• Preferable to use APA style format. 



JOURNAL TEMPLATE

*This template will be uploaded in e-learning
Example of Technical Paperhttps://jagst.utm.my/index.php/jagst 

https://jagst.utm.my/index.php/jagst


UTM THESIS TEMPLATE

Download the UTM Thesis Manual Guideline:
https://sps.utm.my/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/Thesis-Guideline-18.10.2023-
1.pdf 

• Thesis in this manual refers to a scientific documented report of 
original research conducted by a student in an ethical and 
professional manner for fulfilment of the requirement for a 
postgraduate degree. 

• The thesis should be presented in a manner that will reflect credit 
on the student, the faculty, and the University.

• In UTM, a project report refers to the documentation of the 
research component prepared and submitted by the candidate 
for the award of a master's programme by coursework. 

• A dissertation refers to a document submitted by a student in 
partial fulfilment for the award of a degree through a mixed-mode 
program. 

• A  thesis refers to the documentation of original research 
prepared and submitted by a candidate for the award of a degree 
for a doctoral or master's programme based on research.

https://sps.utm.my/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/Thesis-Guideline-18.10.2023-1.pdf
https://sps.utm.my/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/Thesis-Guideline-18.10.2023-1.pdf


UTM THESIS FORMAT (Preliminary Pages)
Subject Status

Front Cover Page Compulsory

Blank Page Compulsory

Declaration of Thesis Compulsory

Letter regarding status 
classification of thesis

Compulsory

Supervisor’s declaration Compulsory

Declaration on Cooperation Compulsory

Certification of Examination Compulsory

Title Page Compulsory

Author’s Declaration Page Compulsory

Dedication Optional

Acknowledgment Optional

Abstract Compulsory

Abstrak Compulsory

Subject Status

Table of Contents Compulsory

List of Tables Compulsory

List of Figures Compulsory

List of Abbreviation / 
Acronyms

Compulsory

List of Symbols Compulsory

List of Appendices Compulsory



UTM THESIS FORMAT (Main Body)
Subject Status

Chapter 1: Introduction Compulsory

Chapter 2: Literature Review Compulsory

Chapter 3: Methodology Compulsory

Chapter 4: Results Compulsory

Chapter 5: Discussion Compulsory

Chapter 6: Conclusion Compulsory

Note: Depending on the needs, some thesis might 
combine Chapter 5 & 6

Preferable:

Chapter 1 – Introduction
Chapter 2 – Literature Review
Chapter 3 – Methodology
Chapter 4 – Results and Discussion
Chapter 5 - Conclusion



UTM THESIS FORMAT (Supplementary)

Subject Status

Appendices Optional

List of Publications and 
Papers Presented

Optional

The maximum number of pages for a project report/dissertation/thesis is as
follows:

Bachelor Degree Project Report : 100 pages
Master's Report/Dissertation/Thesis : 200 Pages
Doctorate Thesis : 300 Pages

These limits include tables, figures and other illustrations in the text but do not
include Appendices. Maximum number of pages for appendices is 50 pages.



Declaration of Thesis
• Thesis status declaration is 

completed using the Thesis Status 
Declaration form issued  by 
Perpustakaan UTM form. 

• If the thesis is declared as 
‘CONFIDENTIAL’ or ‘RESTRICTED’, a 
letter from the party classifying the 
information as confidential or 
restricted must be attached. The 
letter should clarify:
 Reasons for classification
 Duration for classification

• If the status declaration form is not 
submitted or the form is incomplete, 
the University will assume the thesis 
is unrestricted.

https://sps.utm.my/thesis-
formatting-2023/ 

New Template UTM

https://sps.utm.my/thesis-formatting-2023/
https://sps.utm.my/thesis-formatting-2023/


Title Page
• Title page must contain information listed 

in the following order:
i. Title of the thesis;
ii. Student’s full name as in identity card 

or passport for international student;
iii. Statement of award for the thesis);
iv. Name of School (if applicable) where 

the student registered;
v. Name of Faculty/School where the 

student registered;
vi. Name of the University; and
vii. Month and Year of submission (Month 

and Year of submission of hard bound 
copy of the thesis).



Thesis Title
• The title should be a clear and concise description of the focus and contribution 

of  the research. It should not contain more than 15 words and excludes 
grammatical words such as articles, conjunction and prepositions.

• The title should not contain phrases which reflect research exercise such as “An 
investigation of …”, “A preliminary study of …”, “A study of …”, “Analysis of …”, “On the 
…”, “Theory of …”, “Some….”, and “Toward a …”.

• The title should not contain formulas, symbols or subscripts, Greek letters, or 
other  non-alphabetical symbols. Word substitutes should be used instead.

• Thesis title should not contain acronyms or even acronyms in brackets except 
for  commonly used in the field of the study (e.g: DNA, GPS). For example, “GIS” 
should be written as “Geographical Information System” and should not be 
written as “Geographical Information System (GIS)”.

• Thesis title should not contain punctuations such as colon “:”, semi-colon “;”, etc. 
except commas “,” when necessary



Statement of Awards

Declaration Page (optional) Acknowledgement (optional)



ABSTRACT
• A short summary of the thesis/scientific paper or materials. The 

abstract should include the followings:

A brief theme sentence to orientate the reader on the overall issue
Aim or purpose of the research
The importance of the study should be explained
Briefly describe the methodology used in the study
Summarize the main findings of the study 
Conclusion indicate the contribution made by the study 

Additional Rules:
• Abstract must be bilingual.
• The abstract should be written in one paragraph and not exceed one (1) page.
• The abstract can be written using single or 1.5 spacing.



Table of Contents

• The Table of Contents page must start 
on a new page. 

• It should list all sections, chapters and 
maximum of four sub-headings. 

• The titles must be written using the same 
words as those written in the text



List of Tables
• This page should list all the tables 

found in the thesis. The page number 
of the table must also be included. 

• The table numbers should be 
arranged according to the chapters.

List of Figures
• Diagrams, photographs, drawings, 

graphs, charts and maps are included 
as figures. 

• The list should be written similar as the 
List of Tables.



List of Abbreviations / Symbols
• All symbols or abbreviations or notations or terminology found in the text should be 

listed on this page. 

• They are listed in the following alphabetical order:



Tables in text Figures in text



Equations
• All equations are considered as text and numbered 

according to chapter. If detailed derivation is needed, 
it is to be placed in an appendix. 

• Mathematical parameters should be written in italics 
but not units, numbers and mathematical functions 
like logarithms.

• The equations that are written on a separate line 
should be centred and done consistently throughout 
the thesis. Some equations are long and tend to be 
multi-line equations. If an equation breaks to multiple 
lines, align them properly and use only one number 
for the whole equation as far to the right as possible.

• The equation numbers should be enclosed by 
parentheses and placed at the right-hand side of the 
page



REFERENCES STYLE
• Please refer UTM Thesis manual for reference style
• Preferable to use APA Reference Style
 

EndNoteMendeley
https://software.utm.m

y/soft/4VB
https://www.mendeley.co

m/

Hamden, M. H., Din, A. H. M., Wijaya, D. D., Yusoff, M. Y. M., & Pa’suya, M. F. (2021). 
Regional mean sea surface and mean dynamic topography models around 
malaysian seas developed from 27 years of along-track multi-mission satellite 
altimetry data. Frontiers in Earth Science, 9, 665876.

References Citation Text
Hamden et al. (2021)

https://software.utm.my/soft/4VB
https://software.utm.my/soft/4VB
https://www.mendeley.com/
https://www.mendeley.com/


ELECTRONIC THESES AND DISSERTATION
• ETD is a database that stores the theses and dissertations of UTM graduates. The  

database is searchable via the Internet and helps increase the availability and utility 
of  theses. 

• UTM students and the public can access theses, dissertations and master's projects  
from the library website at http://dms.library.utm.my:8080 .

• An ETD must consist of two (2) files: pre-access and full-text files.

• . Students will be required to submit the softcopy of the ETD files through the e-thesis 
system at the respective faculty

The pre-access file is a document that 
contains information about the author, the  
panel of examiners and a summary of the 
thesis.

Pre-Access File 

A full-text file consists of all the contents 
of the thesis that has been approved by 
the senate.

Full-Text File 

http://dms.library.utm.my:8080/
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