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and educated people with respect to earthquake-resistant   technology. 
This was a very good idea and would have ensured   sustainability. 
Unfortunately, all these building centres were shut down within three 
to four years as they were completely dependent on external   support.

4. Houses with heavy roofs covered with soil, and thick stone walls with 
weak bonding, especially at the joints, suffered enormous   damage. This 
caused huge loss of   life. On the basis of a quick damage assessment 
immediately after the earthquake, the traditional techniques of local 
housing were deemed to be the major cause of loss of   life. All local con-
struction practices were rejected by the ‘official expert   agencies’. Local 
people who saw their loved ones die under a heap of stone rubble also 
developed an acute   fear. Consequently, traditional building materials 
and techniques were considered to be ‘unsafe’ for use in future   housing.
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