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Sharing ConServation DeCiSionS

are generally not very well received by professionals who are not nec-
essarily on the  decision-making level? Participants in SCD 2008 were 
mostly experienced decision-makers.

Concept of ‘sharing decisions’ 

From the moment I had to write my first report on assisting at the 
Sharing Conservation Decisions course in 2008, I had a difficulty in 
translating its title and principal ideas into Serbian. There are two key 
problems here. One is based on the fact that the gerund form of the 
Serbian word for ‘to share’ is not often used, and specifically not in 
this context. The other has to do with the concept of reaching a deci-
sion as a process. It seems that the Serbian language is not flexible 
enough in this matter and that attempts to interpret some linguistic 
forms coming from this concept are never successful enough. I believe 
language is not only a means of communication, but is also an image 
of our mentality, beliefs and the way we think and live our lives. If a 
concept is missing in a language the same concept is missing in the 
social behaviour of the community.

Conclusion

There is obviously a problem of accepting management tools and con-
cepts in everyday work. This is because, traditionally, the conserva-
tion profession is still taken as purely hands-on conservation- restoration 
work. We still need to address many conservation management issues: 
the need for team work and interdisciplinary approaches being among 
the most important ones. It is necessary to create opportunities to 
tackle them and keep getting back to them, even before we find ways 
of covering them completely in fully developed academic and profes-
sional training programmes.
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