
81

Strategies for Sustaining Thousand-Year-O
ld M

onum
ents in India – the G

reat Living Chola Tem
ples

concerned. Lighting conductors have been fixed to all the temple tow-
ers (vimana and gopura).

Risk preparedness 

The combination of easy accessibility to the monuments, the interest 
on the part of visitors to understand and appreciate the ancient heri-
tage, and religious fervour has placed the heritage under tremendous 
pressure and creates severe security risks.

A number of special festivals are organized in these temples, coincid-
ing with important days in the Hindu calendar. The ASI requires that 
a risk assessment study is made before any such event. Permission is 
granted upon approval and a plan is developed that must be followed: 
visitor movement is not to be restricted, precautions are to be taken 
to prevent damage to the monuments, and adequate firefighting 
equipment is to be kept ready in case of emergency. Police security is 
also deployed. In addition, visitors can enter the temple at Thanjavur 
only after a security check. By adopting these measures, risk factors 
are mitigated.

Other factors 

Cultural activities have always been a part of a temple’s use, and still 
today, music and dance programmes are organized in the temple. As 
part of the educational programme, students are involved in the regu-
lar maintenance of the monument. Public awareness programmes are 
organized, highlighting various facets of culture and heritage in which 
young people, especially students, are the major beneficiaries. Students 
are also permitted to make sketches and drawings of the monuments 
as part of their studies.

Conclusion 

The management strategies adopted by the Government of India have 
evolved, requiring a delicate balance between the needs of traditional 
practices and the priorities of all stakeholders.

Today, heritage management of these temples is a combination of the 
technical management of the structures, ensuring the maintenance of 
all the Vedic/Agamic principles of a ‘living temple’, allowing visitors 
to enjoy the ‘experience’ of the site, and finally cultivating and pro-
moting the arts which are an inseparable component of the temple. 
Taking all these factors into consideration, a balance has been 
achieved, but it remains an ongoing process.


