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Table 3.1 Urban space types

Space type Distinguishing characteristics Examples

‘Positive’ spaces

1. Natural/semi-natural urban space Natural and semi-natural features within urban areas, 
typically under state ownership

Rivers, natural features, seafronts, canals

2. Civic space The traditional forms of urban space, open and 
available to all and catering for a wide variety of 
functions

Streets, squares, promenades

3. Public open space Managed open space, typically green and available 
and open to all, even if temporally controlled

Parks, gardens, commons, urban forests, cemeteries

‘Negative’ spaces

4. Movement space Space dominated by movement needs, largely for 
motorised transportation 

Main roads, motorways, railways, underpasses

5. Service space Space dominated by modern servicing requirements 
needs

Car parks, service yards

6. Left-over space Space left over after development, often designed 
without function

‘SLOAP’ (space left over after planning), modernist 
open space

7. Undefined space Undeveloped space, either abandoned or awaiting 
redevelopment

Redevelopment space, abandoned space, transient 
space

Ambiguous spaces

8. Interchange space Transport stops and interchanges, whether internal or 
external

Metros, bus interchanges, railway stations, bus/tram 
stops

9. Public ‘private’ space Seemingly public external space, in fact privately 
owned and to greater or lesser degrees controlled

Privately owned ‘civic’ space, business parks, church 
grounds

10. Conspicuous spaces Public spaces designed to make strangers feel 
conspicuous and, potentially, unwelcome

Cul-de-sacs, dummy gated enclaves

11. Internalised ‘public’ space Formally public and external uses, internalised and, 
often, privatised 

Shopping/leisure malls, introspective mega-structures

12. Retail space Privately owned but publicly accessible exchange 
spaces

Shops, covered markets, petrol stations

13. Third place spaces Semi-public meeting and social places, public and 
private

Cafés, restaurants, libraries, town halls, religious 
buildings

14. Private ‘public’ space Publicly owned, but functionally and user determined 
spaces

Institutional grounds, housing estates, university 
campuses

15. Visible private space Physically private, but visually public space Front gardens, allotments, gated squares

16. Interface spaces Physically demarked but publicly accessible interfaces 
between public and private space

Street cafés, private pavement space

17. User selecting spaces Spaces for selected groups, determined (and 
sometimes controlled) by age or activity

Skateparks, playgrounds, sports fields/grounds/courses

Private spaces

18. Private open space Physically private open space Urban agricultural remnants, private woodlands, 

19. External private space Physically private spaces, grounds and gardens Gated streets/enclaves, private gardens, private sports 
clubs, parking courts

20. Internal private space Private or business space Offices, houses, etc.


