
worked increasingly well. The neighbourhoods met emergen-
cies within a restricted area to as large an extent as possible
or increased the amount of water they drew from suppliers
outside the region. Local people took full responsibility for
their immediate area, and made this more worth-while to
live in. New life was breathed into the water-related cultural
heritage. Nature started to play a major part in the mega-
cities again as a lung and open space, and as a shell for emo-
tional and physical existence. The dual system had proved its
worth and led to sustainable development appropriate to the
needs of the present generation and not limiting the possibil-
ities available to future generations.

This state of affairs was achieved as a result of perceptions
and farsightedness at the turn of the 20th and 21st centuries.
Thus today the whole world has become an urban network
that is capable of acting rapidly on a local basis, and thus of
surviving.
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