
Public, private and semi-private interfaces

Spaces are often defined by boundaries of ownership.
Indeed, ownership could be described as the single most
influential factor in determining the physical form of land-
scape spaces. The landscape architect is therefore often
faced with the task of indicating the edges of public and

private space with form. Transitional edges between
public and private landscapes are important for social as
well as aesthetic reasons, particularly in residential envi-
ronments, and designers need to respond to this by
providing for the distinct functions of these places.
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Edges o People’s use and experience of edges


