
In natural environments, vegetation, soils, climate and
topography combine to form distinct landscape types,
patterns and habitats. These change over time and space
and therefore do not have abrupt physical edges but
instead are bound by transitional zones where one land-
scape gradually becomes another. These transitions can

occur over kilometres or metres and are known as
‘ecotones’. It is important for designers to understand
these ecotones for aesthetic and environmental reasons.
They provide visual as well as ecological richness, dyna-
mism and complexity for example in woodland edges or
the gradient of a beach.
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