
Directive was implemented by Section 71A of the
Town and Country Planning Act 1990 and Section
26B of the Town and Country Planning Act in
Scotland, and the Town and Country Planning
Regulations 1995. The recent publication of
Directive 11/97/EC requires various amendments to
the UK legislation.12 Below is a summary of the
necessary changes to environmental assessment
procedures.

1 More formal screening procedures are necessary
with criteria which are based on: the project’s
characteristics, its location in relation to sensi-
tive areas and the nature of any impact.

2 Competent authorities, at the request of the
developer, will be expected to give an opinion
about the information to be included in the
environmental statement.

3 The environmental statement is to contain an
outline description of the alternatives studied
and an indication of the main reasons for choos-
ing the proposed option.

4 Decisions must take account of public consulta-
tions and the reasons for the decisions should be
made public.

5 Member States may set up a single procedure to
deal with projects which involve both environ-
mental assessment and integrated pollution
prevention and its control.

6 A number of changes have been made to the
classification of projects which appear in Annex
I and Annex II. In future a greater number of
developments will require a more rigorous
environmental assessment.

IDENTIFICATION OF IMPACTS

The classification of environmental impact assess-
ment techniques can relate to their organizational
characteristics or to the distinction between magni-
tude and significance of impacts. Magnitude refers
to the size of the impacts, while significance is

related to the importance of impacts for decision
making. There are five main categories of assess-
ment techniques: checklist, matrix, overlay, network
and quantitative methods.13 These techniques are
normally utilized to identify the impacts of different
types of projects on the environment. The following
is a short description of the techniques; this will
not be exhaustive of all aspects of the techniques.
How these techniques fit within the field of urban
design method and techniques will be examined.

The checklist technique (Figure 6.2) consists of
constructing several lists which enumerate the
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Figure 6.2 Checklist for

assessing impacts of urban

developments.

1 Local economy
Impact on public finances
Impact on businesses
Impact on employment
Change in land values
Impact on support grants of other agencies
Impact on land tenure

2 Local environment
Impact on air quality
Impact on water resources (surface/ground)
Changes in noise and vibration
Impact on greenbelt and open spaces
Impact on natural habitats, species and
vegetation
Changes in land use and densities

3 Aesthetic and cultural values
Impact on urban patterns
Visual impacts and effects on buildings
Impact on cultural heritage and designated
areas
Impact on amenity and personal security
Impact on community cohesion and identity
Impact on minority groups and equal
opportunities

4 Infrastructure
Impact on public utilities
Impact on public services and facilities
Impact on emergency services
Impact on traffic conditions
Impact on public transport
Impact on health and safety


