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downtown’ (Mark Steyn cited in Cooke,
2000: 266). The project remains an exem-
plar of a privately funded development that
provides for both private and public activi-
ties. There is little more that one can expect
of an urban design scheme.
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Precincts: Historic Preservation and Urban Revitalization

Abandoned buildings have been converted into other uses when they are stra-
tegically located and have qualities that can be exploited. Cotton mills in Mumbai
have been converted to office buildings, garment factories in Philadelphia and
woolstores in Sydney into apartments, and the Ghirardelli chocolate factory in
San Francisco (as has already been described) into a shopping and tourist centre.
The list can go on and on. Not only do the buildings give a sense of continuity –
a sense of history – to a city’s inhabitants but also often they cannot be replaced
today for financial reasons with ones of a similar quality. Such conversions 
of individual buildings are not generally regarded as urban design despite the
catalytic effect they may have on the development of their surroundings.

Special district legislation and the use of zoning incentives as part of city plan-
ning have seen precincts conserved or renovated and, usually, gentrified. The
upgrading in financial status of occupants occurred, for instance, in the Marais in
Paris, Society Hill in Philadelphia and Duxton Hill in Singapore (i.e. the original
population is displaced by one of a higher income as the physical environment
and services are improved). The conversion of industrial precincts of cities as 
single projects into new uses without extensive demolition is less common.
Clarke Quay in Singapore is, however, an example. It was totally converted 
into a new use under the direction of a single team of a developer and an archi-
tectural firm.
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