Empiricist model for a residential area design for most of the twentieth century,
however, was Radburn, New Jersey (1928+ but never fully completed), a much-
loved total urban design scheme (Figure 7.19). The development company failed
financially during the recession that followed the Wall Street collapse, but
Radburn has been an influential design idea, as can be seen in the design of the
GSFC Township in Vadodara (see Figure 7.6a).

Rationalist schemes were built everywhere. Sometimes they were successful in
terms of their acceptance by their residents (e.g. in the early new towns of
Singapore and in Korea and China), but at other times they have been notorious
failures as happy living environments. The experience in the so-called Anglo-
Saxon world has been very mixed, with major shortcomings in both social and
physical design schemes in the United States, the United Kingdom and Australia.
They failed to provide a suitable milieu for the lives of people with low incomes.
Pruitt-Igoe has become a name synonymous with this failure. It was one of the
spurs to the development of systematic studies of the person-environment rela-
tionship as a basis for creating urban design ideas. It also led to the re-recogni-
tion that urban design must also be more than simply ‘architecture writ large’.

At the beginning of the twenty-first century a wide variety of primarily residen-
tial total urban designs are being built. They come in a range of product types.
Some are traditional suburban developments; others follow seemingly newer ideas
although many of those ideas have been around for almost a century. They include
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(b)
Figure 7.19 Radburn, New Jersey. (a) The site plan and (b) a cul-de-sac in 1993.
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