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References to the cultures that coexist with wild
animals are becoming common in many zoo
habitats. The designer of this gorilla habitat also
designed one for Asian elephants that relates
elephants’ long relationship with people. This
helps promote respect and familiarity with what
we might only see as exotic creatures.

Landscape architects who design zoos are working
to immerse the animals in environments much
like the ones they would have in nature. Old zoos
consisted mainly of bare cages. These new animal
enclosures put the animals’ needs first. This gives
visitors a better experience, too, because they can
see how the animals interact with nature.
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