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The decisions to build such housing developments were well intentioned but no
public consultation, empirical information, or market forces dictated the urban
design and architectural forms in which they were built. It is not only housing pro-
jects that were approached in this fashion but the problems associated with them in
democratic societies were dramatic. Total urban designs can be based on consult-
ation with the stakeholders involved. The design of the programme and housing at
Trueslund demonstrated this although it could be argued that it is a deviant case
both in terms of product type and size of development. It is small.

Some of the schemes included here, although total designs, rely heavily on the
market to decide uses (e.g. Clarke Quay) even though the decisions to build them
were public policy ones; others were centrally decreed (e.g. Brasília and the GSFC
Township at Vadodara). In the case of the Avenue of Victory of Socialism, no clear
image related to reality was specified for the occupation of the buildings that line
the boulevard. It was the theatricality of the setting that was deemed important.
Market forces are now dictating building uses. Much is still unoccupied.

The successes and failures result not from the schemes being total urban designs
but from the goals set and the nature of the programme assumed. In some cases a
grand scheme does celebrate civic pride for a people and enhances their self-image.
Certainly the capital complex in Chandigarh does this. In other cases it is the cre-
ators who have set out to celebrate themselves. Some schemes suffered from severe
financial constraints; others were just shortsighted. In addition, all urban designs
have failings on one dimension or another. It is impossible to meet all the require-
ments of all the people who inhabit or use, or are affected by a project equally well.

The case studies included in this chapter, although varied in nature, have at
least one thing in common. Each was conceived and carried out as one project
and cut from a single piece of cloth. They are total urban designs. The time taken
to implement them varied but each was conceived to be completed within a short
time-frame. Brasília took only 5 years to build. When the decision-making
power is centralized actions can be taken rapidly.
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