
The very public nature of landscapes means that they are
used by and must therefore be designed for a very wide
range of people and activities. The quality that a land-
scape has when it provides simultaneously for diversity of
use and experience can be defined as ‘robustness’ (Bentley

et al. 1984). Robust landscapes are accommodating, flex-
ible and inclusive. They ‘stand up to’ and ‘support’
different interpretations and use. A frequent aim of
design is to achieve robustness by creatively accommo-
dating and reconciling different uses.
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