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lived experience. Similarly, landscape urbanists have argued that the 
economic and ecological contexts in which most North Americans 
live ought to inform our models and methods of urban design and 
have developed a menu of modes suitable for working in suburban, 
exurban, and rapidly urbanizing contexts.

It would certainly be fair to say, as Rodolfo Machado does in 
“Urban Design Now,” that “the form produced by landscape urban-
ism has not yet fully arrived.” It would be equally fair to say that 
landscape urbanism remains the most promising alternative available 
to urban design’s formation for the coming decades. This is in no 
small part due to the fact that landscape urbanism offers a cultur-
ally leavened, ecologically literate, and economically viable model for 
contemporary urbanization as an alternative to urban design’s on-
going nostalgia for traditional urban forms. The clearest evidence of 
this is the number of internationally prominent landscape architects 
retained as lead designers of large- scale urban development propos-
als in which landscape offers ecological function, cultural authority, 
and brand identity. Among these examples of landscape urbanists 
one could site the practices of James Corner/Field Operations and 
Adriaan Geuze/West 8 as exemplary. Field Operation’s projects for 
the redevelopment of the Delaware River Waterfront in Philadelphia 
and Eastern Darling Harbor in Sydney are indicative of this line of 
work, as are West 8’s projects for the Inner Harbor in Amsterdam 
and their recent projects for Toronto’s Central Waterfront.

It is no coincidence that landscape urbanism has emerged as the 
most robust and fully formed critique of urban design precisely at 
the moment when European models of urban density, centrality, and 
legi bility of urban form appear increasingly remote and when most of 
us live and work in environments more suburban than urban, more 
vege tal than architectonic, more infrastructural than enclosed. In 
these contexts, landscape urbanism offers both model and medium 
for the renewal of urban design as a relevant concern over the coming 
half century and in advance of the next ’56.

Notes

1. Many design schools in North America have recently revised their 
disciplinary structures or launched new programs to effectively house pro-
grams in landscape architecture without departmental distinctions between 


