
Completed Projects

Many of what are called case studies deal with projects that have never been built
but are architecturally interesting. These schemes sit in reports on the shelves,
some very dusty, of redevelopment authorities and architectural offices around
the world. Other schemes do deal with significant issues – sustainability, contex-
tuality and scale – but are only at the design stage. All the schemes receiving
Architectural Record Urban Design Awards in 2004 – the Chicago Central Area
plan, the latest of many plans for Mission Bay in San Francisco, the Urban River
Vision for Worcester, Massachusetts, the Coyote Valley plan in California, and
the Recreation Corridor plan for St Louis – are projects that exist only on paper
(Urban Design, 2004). Interesting and well crafted though they may be, when
and how they are implemented, if they are, and the final form they take remains
to be seen.

The cases presented here focus on the process used to complete schemes 
as much as their final forms and how they function. Thus, all but four have 
been brought to fruition although many (e.g. Lujiazui in Shanghai) are only 
partially complete and others have undergone radical changes since their official
completion date. The schemes still largely on the drawing board (i.e. in 2004) 
are the World Trade Center redevelopment in New York, the Shanghai
Waterfront scheme, the use of new schools as catalysts for development in
Chattanooga and the Shenzhen Citizens Centre. The comments on them are
referred to as ‘notes’ rather than ‘case studies’. They have been included because
they are of particular interest in the political climate of today. The Heritage Walk
in Ahmedabad has also been included as a note because it does not involve much
physical design. Arcosanti is still far from completion so its study is also referred
to as a note.

The International Character of the Case Studies

The studies have been drawn from across the world. In an era of global practice
it is important to understand the similarities and differences in the range of work
being done in a variety of locations. The form that urban design products take is
very much shaped by the aspirations of the social and political context in which
they take place. It is fine to examine the form of products but if one does not
understand the values that brought them about one learns little from them.

There is some emphasis in this book on schemes in the United States, the
United Kingdom and other countries whose legal systems have antecedents in
English common law rather than the Napoleonic Code. The reason is that if one
can understand urban design processes in the societies where individual rights,
particularly individual property rights, are held to be paramount and where the
role of precedents is important in establishing legal rights then one has the back-
ground for asking questions about the nature of urban design in the political and
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