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Figure 8.40 Pariser Platz as it appeared before World War II.
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Figure 8.41 The Pariser Platz development sites.

20% of any new development in the city must
be devoted to housing. The purpose is to
have some life in every precinct all day and to
have streets and open spaces under natural
surveillance (i.e. to ‘have eyes on the street’).
The aesthetic goal for Pariser Platz was to
have buildings that were architecturally of
Berlin. The design guidelines (of the 1999

Development Plan I-200) specified that
buildings were to be no more than 22 metres
in height, sandstone range in colour corres-
ponding to the Brandenberg Gate, and with
no more than 50% glazed area on the façade,
all in keeping with Berlin traditions. They
also had to be built to the property line with
no setbacks and have their lower façades
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