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As a feat of urban and architectural design,
an extraordinary amount of coordinated
work was accomplished in only 10 years. It
is difficult in any urban design project to
create the animated type of environment
built piece-by-piece over a century or two,
but the work of different architects gives a
sense of variety to the Potsdamer Platz 
district. Is it, however, simply a twenty-first
century Times Square, New York? (Rossi,
2000).
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Figure 8.49 A view south towards 
Marlene-Dietrich-Platz with the Arkaden 
in the foreground.

A NOTE

The World Trade Center site development, New York, NY, USA: 
an architectural product or an all-of-a-piece urban design? 
(2002 – due for completion in 2011)
The political and design history of the
World Trade Center as designed by Minoru
Yamasaki with Emory Roth and Sons as a
consultant has been ably documented (e.g.
Ruchelman, 1977). So too has its highly

innovative structural systems that collapsed
under the impacts of the attack of 11
September 2001. The proposal for the World
Trade Center site after the devastation rep-
resents contemporary architectural spatial
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