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Pieprz: Often the problem with competitions is the lack of engage-
ment of many local constituents.

Crawford: Usually long annoying conversations with the public 
make projects better.

Czerniak: One innovative example of participation is the Syracuse 
Connective Corridor, which is to link University Hill with downtown 
Syracuse. Here public input is used to inform both project concepts 
and the project process. Over the course of its conceptualization, vari-
ous university departments have offered courses to help envision it. 
The Department of African American Studies held a public meeting 
with the community members to ask how they see themselves as sub-
jects of, participants in, and partners in the project. This informs the 
process and goals of the design competition, which is just beginning.

Saunders: Hubert Murray wrote in Harvard Design Magazine about 
the Central Artery project, contrasting it to recent urban design in 
Chicago, and asserting that the Artery project has been stymied and 
will produce bland public space because of the pressures of so many 
voices with no clear leaders, and in Chicago, if it hadn’t been for 
Mayor Daley, you wouldn’t have had Millennium Park. That applies 
to many places, like Rome in the fi fteenth century— you may need a 
tyrant to get big things done.

Czerniak: I’m not arguing for design through consensus. Some in-
novative feedback loops are being proposed, but it is essential that 
the input is fi ltered through the right design professionals and the 
primary advocates for the project.

Krieger: The difference between Chicago and Boston for me is not 
so much whether Mayor Daley was there, but actually the lack of so-
phistication of the public conversation here all along. That produced 
banality and conventionalism even in the selection of designers. It 
would also have been helpful to have had a strong leader in support 
of design innovation.

Crawford: I know you were involved, Alex, but the lack of a fuller 
participation of the GSD in local issues is disappointing. It might have 
improved the Artery conversation.


