two qualities: first, they were completed through a
fully open, interactive, public involvement process;
and second, they include a physically based urban
code that was passed into law. As such, they are not
dependent on the future goodwill of individuals who
may not even be there in the long term.

Thanks to changing demographics and a strong
economy, America’s cities have already begun to
experience a renaissance. More and more people are
finding suburbia poorly suited to their needs, espe-
cially the bored young and the non-driving old. It is
not unreasonable to expect that the early years of the
twenty-first century will be a time of reinvestment in
our older downtown cores. As it occurs, it is essential
that growth follow traditional neighborhood prin-
ciples rather than being simply a higher-density ver-
sion of auto-dependent sprawl. This latter outcome is
by no means unlikely, since so many developers are
experienced in suburban building and nothing else.
It will fall to the cities to protect themselves from a
watered-down future of isolated towers and parking
lots. If they are successful, not only will their own cit-
izens benefit but so will the many residents of nearby
suburbia, who will again be given the opportunity to
experience authentic urbanity on a regular basis.
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