
in Urban Design takes the discussion of the foci of attention of our contempor-
ary urban design efforts initiated in Chapter 1 a step forward. It focuses on the
issues raised by the case studies and it outlines the issues that continue to be
important as well as those that seem to be becoming so. With luck, two present
concerns will disappear. Much urban and architectural design has to deal with
antisocial behaviour and more recently with terrorism. In an equable world
designing to reduce the opportunities for such activities will, one hopes, as Tony
Garnier did in his design for the hypothetical Cité Industrielle (1917), not be
necessary.

In this chapter, I also recapitulate the discussion of the scope of urban design
in democratic, capitalist countries that permeates this book and the endless, but
important, debate over individual and communal rights. Few developers and
their architects favour any restriction on what they perceive to be their creative
rights. Often they are fighting against antiquated or poorly considered building
regulations and guidelines but often they simply want to get their own way in the
face of community opposition. Those property developers who are strong pro-
ponents of urban design see it leading to urban environments of quality that 
reinforce their own investment decisions.

Debates over what is important and what is not will continue. Urban design
projects of various types, scales and sizes will continue to be built. The conclu-
sion is that the city is indeed and will continue be a collage of parts, some distinct-
ive and others a mélange. So be it. What is important is that cities provide a rich
set of behavioural opportunities and aesthetic displays that enrich the lives of all
the people who constitute it. Urban design becomes particularly difficult in
multi-cultural societies and in those where the interests of groups of the popula-
tion fall outside the concern of market forces. Few of the case studies in this book
have focused on the needs of the poor.

The final chapter of the book, Chapter 12, is a critical reflection on the ideas
about the nature of urban design implicit in the typology proposed and the case
studies. Urban design, thoughtfully carried out in response to diverse public
interests, has much to offer the citizens of the world whatever name its activities
go by. It has come a long way in the past 50 years in dealing with complex issues
and diverse demands. As a result the questions now are: ‘Is urban design becom-
ing a profession and a discipline in its own right?’ and ‘If it is, should it be?’ The
argument in this book concludes by saying that the answers to these questions
depend on the directions in which their members take the traditional design dis-
ciplines. I, personally, hope that urban design will continue to be a collaborative
field of design rather than an independent discipline and profession.
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