
city the product of a whole set of individual decisions largely uncoordinated, or
does one attempt to coordinate them?’ ‘What are the opportunity costs for work-
ing one way or another?’

Secondly, ‘How far should the controlling authority (public or private) go in
defining the specification of ends and means?’ The corollary is ‘What are the
limits, if any, to the rights of individual developers and their architects to build
what they want, where they want, and how they want?’ ‘What is in the public
interest?’ ‘What is the public interest?’ It has been notoriously difficult to define.
It is represented in democracies by the stands that politicians take but they are
hardly disinterested parties. Presumably, the goal is to design for the welfare of
all concerned but, at best, any design product should represent the interests of
particular parties without harming the interests of others. What is in the public
interest will always be a bone of contention.

Thirdly, although in an age of fiscal pragmatism one might argue that it is the
primary issue, is the concern for return on capital invested. In capitalist societies,
property developers (private or public) take the lead or have to be coerced into
building the city piece-by-piece. One of the objectives of urban design is indeed
to ensure fiscal responsibility. Another is to develop carrots and sticks through
incentives and penalties for developing cities in particular ways: to create specific
facilities in specific locations.

Fourthly, how is development to be phased? ‘Where does one begin?’ ‘How
disrupted will the lives of those who inhabit the first phase be as the project
moves into another phase of construction?’ ‘Whose responsibility is it to ensure
that those people’s lives are disrupted as little as possible?’

The goal of this book is to show through case studies how architects, landscape
architects and city planners have addressed these issues in urban design projects
of various types. Having done so it will be possible at the end of the book (in
Chapter 11) to return to this discussion and ask the questions: ‘What concerns
have really been addressed in the urban designs of the past 50 years as 
represented in this book?’ and then ‘What will the issues be in the future?’ Many
of them will continue to be the ones that we have addressed in the past and are
addressing now. Some will be a surprise.

The Design Professions and Urban Design

All three of the major environmental design fields use the term ‘urban design’ to
describe aspects of their own work. Civil engineering has yet to do so even
though infrastructure design is a key element in urban design. To many people
urban design and urban planning are the same thing but the products they 
produce are very different (see Chapter 4). Often, however, urban planning is 
concerned primarily with the distribution of land uses in relationship to trans-
portation networks. It has focused on economic development regardless of the
physical design consequences. Yet, at its best city planning does consider the
third and fourth dimension of cities rather than allowing them to be by-products
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