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of the importance the “heart of the city” as a place of urban pedes-
trian life and cultural institutions, the need to better organize traffi c 
circulation patterns, and the value of the natural environment as part 
of urbanism, as well as the absence of an overtly partisan political 
justifi cation for strengthening the central city. Although the aesthetic 
and functional signifi cance of Sert’s own work remains controversial, 
his effort to synthesize the historic and the new, the technological and 
the artistic, in a context of strengthening urban pedestrian activity 
during a time of rapid urban decentralization remains of considerable 
contemporary importance.
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