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Aalborg Waterfront
Location: Aalborg, Denmark  Designer: C. F. Møller Architects and Vibeke 
Rønnow Landscape Architects  Photographer: Helene Hoyer Mikkelsen  
Completion date: 2010  Site area: 170,000 sqm  

The master plan for Aalborg Waterfront links the city’s medieval 
centre with the adjacent fjord, which has previously been difficult for 
citizens to access due to the industrial harbour and the associated 
heavy traffic. By tying in with the openings in the urban fabric, a new 
relationship between city and fjord is created.
The qualities of the approximately one-kilometre stretch of quayside 
are emphasised with a tree-lined and unusually detailed boulevard 
to accommodate cyclists and pedestrians. The medieval Aalborg 
Castle once again becomes the harbour’s centrepiece through 
the establishment of an extensive green area to frame the historic 
embankments. 
At the same time, Aalborg receives a harbour promenade with 
steps and recessed terraces, allowing people to get close to the 
water. Various kinds of urban gardens facilitate activities such as 
markets, ball games and sun-bathing. The aim is to create robust and 
attractive spaces to benefit many different users. 
The central activities field is designed to accommodate various 
games and sports, from beach-volley in the summer to ice skating 
rink in winter, surrounded by dramatically angled netting and lighting 
masts. The adjacent gardens are a calm, slightly sunken green space 
with a dense planting of trees and flowers.
The materials chosen are as raw as the fjord itself, including asphalt, 
rubber, cor-ten steel, concrete and wood, while at the same time 
containing subtle references to the sea through wavy pavement 
patterns - an architectural quote of the famous Copacabana beach 
promenades by Roberto Burle Marx.

1. Football Court
2. Pedestrian Path
3. Ramp
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Right: The gardens are situated along the city's new 
harbour promenade. They are divided by wide tali-wood 

decking areas 


