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be designed de novo or be the subject of renewal. The precincts in cities may be
for commercial, residential, or for entertainment uses, but many are now mixed
types. Some have been built as total designs; others have been all-of-a-piece
designs.

There are a number of new precincts of cities that have been called ‘new
towns’. The use of this term can be a little misleading. The new towns of the city-
state of Singapore, although they contain many of the amenities of a city and are
also employment centres, have little industry and the heart of Singapore remains
the cultural centre of the city. These new towns are, given the terms used in this
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Figure 3.1 New town design. (a) Central Las Colinas proposal, 1986 and 
(b) Sonshang Lake, Guangdong proposal, 2004.
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