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aims at the creation of vibrant, desirable, and livable neighborhoods 
and town centers, integrated with their larger communities and pre-
serving natural assets. In a world that too often seems enamored by 
the biggest or latest architectural trophy, this demands that urban 
designers focus on the well- being of inhabitants, on strengthening 
community, and on increasing civic engagement.

As I look out of my high window over the vast, variegated land-
scape of Shanghai, I look back with envy at the “frightful ills” of the 
city of 1956, and I wonder what future urban design can and will 
have as it engages with daunting new realities.
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