
are the two faces of architecture, that no building
stands alone’;5 ‘and that architectural solutions how-
ever brilliant cannot overcome the limitations of the
urban fabric in which they are placed.’6

We have introduced the importance of the out-
door environment as a social and physical space
and some of the causes of its decline in the modern
city. The most basic act in urban landscape design
should be to establish the spatial framework of pub-
lic design ‘rules’ for streets, squares, and open spaces
prior to the design of individual buildings. This code
of rules should accommodate a diversity of building
styles and forms. It should also express the rules of
scale and character for making coherent, visible con-
nections between new and old uses, buildings, and
activities. It takes more than good architects and
landscape architects to create good cities; it takes
good rules—rules that may not guarantee quality in
every instance, but that help prevent disasters.7 In
the end, the streets and squares of our cities should
once again become spaces for social discourse, tak-
ing precedence over the movement and storage of
automobiles.

The points stressed most strongly here are that
an expertise in urban design can only be developed
by: (1) studying historic precedents and the way in
which modern space has evolved; (2) developing an
understanding of the underlying theories of urban
spatial design; and (3) developing skills in synthesiz-
ing and applying these in the design process.
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