
In urban contexts the ground plane often needs a built
surface. Floors and the quality of pavements have a
strong influence on the daily experience of city dwellers.
The importance of surfaces in contributing to good land-
scapes is often underestimated. Materials used for floors
and their composition in design are extremely diverse

and the design of floors is a specialised area of landscape
architecture that goes beyond the scope of this intro-
duction. A summary of design considerations includes
pattern, movement, uses, texture, drainage systems,
safety, durability, maintenance, context, character,
permeability and flexibility.
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