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can be seen within a new unifying context. What sort
of advantages could a rearrangement of the built
form now create? Professor Buchanan in his study
area outlined three possible solutions with progres-
sive standards of improvement. The merit of this is
that it sets out a comparative basis of assessment. But
even his partial solution leads to an extensive road
and parking system at ground level. From the point
of view of the pedestrian the position is made toler-
able by the use of a deck system to create a second
level. Above this again, some comparatively tall
buildings are required to rehouse the built space that
is at present on the ground. This kind of image of the
architecture of cities has a considerable history in
modern architecture and has been much used as an
illustration of central area reconstruction. But, as
Professor Buchanan himself asks, what building com-
plications does it produce and what sort of an envi-
ronment does it create? Is it in fact worth building?

Professor Buchanan’s range of choices could in
fact be extended by applying some of the theoretical
work which has been described. And when this is
done the results are significantly different. The
boundaries of the total area that are being consid-
ered have been defined by this new scale of the

road network: the grid. Within this, the existing
floor space can be assessed (Fig. 8.10): 34% of the
site is occupied by housing: 25% by roads: 15% by
office and commercial use: 12% is open space. In
addition there is an important shopping street, a
major hospital and several schools and educational
buildings. With this information available it can be
considered at a theoretical level how this might be
disposed in a new building arrangement.

First, the shopping street, Marchmont Street,
could be established as a north/south pedestrian
route associated with the Underground and some
housing. If all the office space which is at present
scattered throughout the area could be placed in a
single line of buildings around the perimeter of the
area (where some of it already is), it need be no
higher than eight storeys. All the housing at present
in the area could be placed within another band of
buildings sited inside this and no higher than five
storeys. Of course it could be arranged on the
ground to include other forms and types of hous-
ing. But in theory, the bulk of the building at pres-
ent covering the area could be placed in two single
bands of building running around its edge, leaving
the centre open, which would be a park-like area

FIGURE 8.10a
Quantities of built and open space in the Foundling Area.
FIGURE 8.10b
Possible geometric layout of the same quantities of built space in perimeter form.
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