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9. No one suggested a total reconstruction of the paint layer. While, in 
some cases, total reconstruction with retouches might be acceptable for 
liturgical reasons, in this particular case a more moderate and discreet 
approach was adopted. The questions of where to stop with the retouches, 
or to what extent to continue with reintegration interventions, have 
always been the subject of debate among conservators (as well as with 
other stakeholders).

10. The Department of Conservation at the National Academy of Art in 
Sofia was established in 1973. The course is five years long and students 
graduate with an MA in Conservation. It is the only officially accredited 
full five-year university programme on conservation in Bulgaria to date. 
This course focuses on painting and wall painting conservation. The 
Department plans to start two new programmes: on paper, book and 
photograph conservation; and on stone and ceramics conservation.

11. The Crypt of the Alexander Nevsky Cathedral in Sofia is used as an 
exhibition hall for the Medieval Department of the National Art Gallery. 
Its permanent exhibition features more than 200 icons and ecclesiastical 
objects.
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