
Journal Citation Reports
Not just the Journal Impact Factor



How do I get published?

Which journal should I publish in?



WHERE you publish is the most important factor to determine if 
your paper gets cited

https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-017-08404-0

“For the literature as a whole — 39 million research papers

across all disciplines recorded in the Web of Science from

1900 to the end of 2015 — some 21% haven’t yet been cited.

Unsurprisingly, most of these uncited papers appear in little-

known journals; almost all papers in well-known journals

do get cited”



Some Viable 
Publishing 
Strategies

“I want to publish in journals with high 
rank and prestige”

“I want to publish in journals that gets cited 
for a long time”

“I aim for journals that get cited very 
quickly”

“I look for internationally recognized journals.”

Strategy How?

Use Web of Science or JCR to find high 
quality international journals

Use “Cited Half Life” metric in JCR

Use “Immediacy Index” metric in 
JCR

Find journal ranking and quartiles in 
JCR

“I look for government accredited journals” Refer to Malaysian Citation Index published 
by MOE



What is the JCR?
The JCR is an annual report that distills citation trend data from the Web of 
Science Core Collection to help you understand journal performance.

• View Journal Impact Factor and other metrics.

• Data represents a snapshot in time: the 2019 edition reflects 
citations from literature published in 2018.

• All journals in JCR are sourced from two indexes:

̶ Science Citation Index Expanded

̶ Social Sciences Citation Index

• Citations are sourced from all indexes in the Core Collection.



But…

Why use Journal Citation Reports?



Why use the JCR?

Publishers/Editors
• Compare your journals directly against peers and competitors. 
• Understand the citation profile of the documents in your journals.
• Track your publications’ performance by building a custom journal 

list. 

Librarians
• Find quantitative data to justify your collection development 

decisions.
• Evaluate your collections with custom journal lists.
• Track your faculty/institution’s contributions to journal 

performance.

Data Scientists
• Dive deeper into the JCR data with our downloadable cited and 

citing data tables, as well as the full data and metrics files, to 
understand how disciplines interconnect in the citation network.

Researchers
• Evaluate journals for your submissions.
• Focus on publishing trends like Open Access
• Determine your articles’ contributions to journal performance.
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“Clarivate Analytics is neutral: 
we are not a publisher and we 
have no plans to become one.”

What sets Journal Citation Reports Apart?

“We carefully weed out any 
predatory and non-peer-
reviewed journals, so you can 
be confident that only the best 
journals are eligible to be given 
a JIF score.”

What this means:

Clarivate doesn’t own journals, they are an 

information company. This makes JCR 

rankings objective and unbiased. 

What this means:

Impact Factor is precious and ONLY 

THE BEST journals receive one.

https://clarivate.com/blog/science-research-connect/research-management/citescore-a-non-rival-for-the-journal-impact-factor/

https://clarivate.com/blog/science-research-connect/research-management/citescore-a-non-rival-for-the-journal-impact-factor/
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The Web of 
Science Core 
Collection

The Heart of the 
Web of Science 
Platform

Curated by a professional and publisher-neutral 
expert team of in-house Web of Science editors



Journal 
Selection 
Process

Improving speed and 
transparency 
through an updated 
journal evaluation 
process



“I want to publish in journals with 
high rank and prestige”



JCR covers only Sciences & Social Sciences Journals

Science 
Citation 
Index –

Expanded

Social 
Science 
Citation 

Index

Arts 
and 

Humani
ties 

Citation 
Index

Emergi
ng 

Sources

Confere
nce 

Proceedi
ngs

Book 
Citation 
Index

Impact Factors reported 
annually in the Journal 
Citation Reports

NO Impact Factor



The world well-known 
Journal Impact Factor

2016 2017 2018

IF2018 =
# of citations to all items published in 2016 and 2017

Articles & reviews published in 2016 and 2017



Journal Impact Factor 
is Proprietary to 
Clarivate



View summary journal 
information within the Web 
of Science interface



Every journal has a story to tell – JCR tells it

The Journal Impact Factor is a very useful tool for
evaluation of journals, but it must be used carefully.
At its core, the Journal Impact Factor is used to compare
different journals within a certain field, bearing in mind
considerations including the amount of review or other
types of material published in a journal, variations
between disciplines, and item-by-item impact.

• 1963, Eugene Garfield launches Science Citation Index, ISI, Philadelphia
• Garfield develops concept of Citation Indexing for research discovery

• The Impact Factor was developed to help select journals for SCI
• Available in 1975



Using Journal Impact Factor Scores as a 
measure (or proxy) of performance for 
individual papers or authors represents 
IMPROPER USE of the metric in research 
evaluation.



CONTEXT IS 
EVERYTHING!

1.70mIS tall or short?





How Good An 
Impact Factor Is 
Depends On 
Subject!

3.45Is an IF of good or poor?



Metrics are Subject Discipline Dependent



Journal ranking is subject dependent



Something about 
Quartiles
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2 Ways to 
Browse in JCR



JCR Home Page: Browse by Journals

See all journals

in JCR

Many indicators are

available

Search for 

names of 

journals here



JCR Home Page: Browse by Category
Show all 230+

categories

Click to see 

journals in 

the category
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Finding Journal 
Quartiles



The Journal 
Profile page
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View the Journal’s percentile rank in a 
category by JCR year

Breakdown of a journal’s “uncited items” 
by article and review

View Cited and Citing Journal Data, key 
indicators and metrics trend graph
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The Journal 
Profile page

View the 
Journal’s Impact 
Factor and 
Impact Profile



The Journal 
Profile page

Journal Impact Factor Trend section.

The 5 year trend is shown
Hover to see JIF and percentile for 

each Year in each Category



The Journal 
Profile page

Citation Distribution section

Citations to Articles, 
Reviews and Others

Unlinked Citations are also 
shown

Review & Article averages



The Journal 
Profile page

Transparent Journal Impact Factor calculation with Citable items section.

Clear JIF calculation
Links to view items in WoS



“I aim for journals that get cited very 
quickly”



The Journal 
Profile page

JIF is not the only metric for journal ranking



JIF is not the only metric for journal ranking

Remove self-

citations for 

deeper 

understanding

Is this 

journal cited 

by influential 

journals?

The age of 

citing / cited 

materials

Clarivate Analytics stance on metrics:

Always use multiple metrics for a thorough understanding!

Are 

materials in 

this journal 

quickly 

cited?

How is this 

journal ranked 

compared to 

others in the 

same field?



Immediacy Index is also understood to be “1 year Impact Factor”

2018 2018

Immediacy 
Index2018 =

# of citations to all items published in 2018

Articles & reviews published in 2018



“I want to publish in journals that gets 
cited for a long time”



Journal Relationships Look at  how Journals interact With Other Journals

Journal A

sources which the 
journal was citing

sources which cited
the journals



Journal Relationships Look at  how Journals interact With Other Journals

• Cited Journal Data

• What journals cite this one?

• Age of materials cited?

• Cited Half-life

Journal A

sources which cited
the journals



Cited Journal 
Graph shows 
you the number 
of citations to 
each year

Statistically speaking, chances of papers being cited after 5

years is low.



Bonus!

How do you find related journals 
quickly?
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Journal 
Relationships 
show you how 
journals interact

In this example, you can see 

journals related to Malaysian 

Journal of Computer 

Science.

Librarians use this for 

collection management.

Researchers use this to find 

related journals to submit 

their work.



Journal Self-Citations and other 
citation anomalies 



Self-citations are items citing another item in the same journal

This counts of 3 journal 
self-citations for 

Journal A

This counts as a 
citation to Journal 

B.

Journal BJournal A



Journal Self-Citations Affects Impact Factor

Journal: ACADEMY OF MANAGEMENT REVIEW

Categories: BUSINESS / MANAGEMENT



Journals with 
Excessive Self-
Citations Will be 
Suppressed

Journal was suppressed from 2010.  

Effect of Self Citations

on rank in category:

From Q1

To Q4

•Chemistry, Medicinal

•Pharmacology & Pharmacy

Journal: Revista Brasileira de Farmacognosia-Brazilian Journal of Pharmacognosy

Source: 2010 Journal Citation Reports



Citation stacking is a pair of journals with high citation rates 
between them

If this passes a 
threshold, it will 

be flagged as 
citation stacking

Journal BJournal A



Where do you find Title Suppression Information?

http://help.incites.clarivate.com/incitesLiveJCR/JCRGroup/titleSuppressions.html

http://help.incites.clarivate.com/incitesLiveJCR/JCRGroup/titleSuppressions.html


Clarivate is the ONLY database provider that monitors journals

http://wokinfo.com/media/pdf/jcr-suppression.pdf

http://wokinfo.com/media/pdf/jcr-suppression.pdf


Questions?



Malaysia – Journal Citation Reports Quiz



Web of Science Group retains all intellectual property rights in, and asserts rights of confidentiality over, all parts of its response submitted within this presentation. 
By submitting this response we authorise you to make and distribute such copies of our proposal within your organisation and to any party contracted directly 
to solely assist in the evaluation process of our presentation on a confidential basis. Any further use will be strictly subject to agreeing appropriate terms.

Thank you

+65 9772 1176

Dju-lyn.Chng@Clarivate.com

Dju-Lyn Chng, Solution Consultant (ASEAN) 


