Table 104 Typical data on moisture
content of municipal solid waste com-

ponents

Moisture. percent
Component Range Tvpical
Food wastes 50-80 70
Paper 4-10 6
Cardboard 4-8 S
Plastics 14 2
Textiles 6-15 10
Rubber -4 2
Leather 8-12 10
Garden trimmings 30-80 60
Wood 15-40 20
Misc. organics 10-60 25
Glass -4 2
Tin cans 2-4 3
Nonferrous metals 2-4 2
Ferrous metals 2-6 3
Dirt. ashes, brick. eic 6-12 R
Municipal sohd wastes 15-40 20

Source From Tchobanoglous et al [10-3]

To obtain the dry mass. the sohd-waste material s dried m an oven at 77«
(170 F) for 24 . This temperature and Ume s used to dehyvdrate the material
completely and to himit the vapornzation of volatile matenals

Tyvpical date on the moisture content for the sohd-waste components are
given 1 Table 10-4 For most mmdustnal sohd wastes. the maoisture content will
vary from 10 1o 33 percent The use of Eq (10-1} s lfustrated m Example 10-1

Example 10-1: Estimating the moisture content of a solid-waste sample Estimate the
moisture content of a solid-waste sample with the following composition

Percem
Component by mass
Food wastes 13
Puper 15
Cardboard 10
Plastics 8]
Gurden tnimmungs K]
Wouod s
Tin cans s
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