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Galileo	Galilei	(1564-1642)	
The	father	of	modern	physics,	the	father	of	observational	astronomy,	
the	father	of	the	scientific	method	and	the	father	of	modern	science	



Everybody Sweats! 

•  Would	Galileo	Galilei	get	his	academic	
position	at	the	University	of	Pisa?		

•  Yes,	he	was	smart	and	proved	many	theories	of	
modern	sciences	and	physics	

•  OR	
•  No,	he	took	6	years	to	write	his	paper,	where	
church	censorship	and	peer	review	caused	
further	delays	of	3	more	years	before	the	
paper	was	published	–	Galileo’s	perspiration?	
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Rejection (Haddad et al., 2018) 

•  Multiple	submissions	to	many	journals	
•  Submission	of	a	paper	already	published	in	other	foreign	

language	

•  Plagiarism	
•  Out	of	scope	
•  Failure	to	follow	the	format	(including	equation,	figures	etc)	
•  Inappropriate	(or	no)	suggested	reviewers	
•  Inadequate	response	to	reviewers	
•  Inadequate	standard	of	English		
•  Inconsistent	spelling	(British	vs	American)	
•  Resubmission	of	rejected	manuscripts	without	revision	
•  No	proofreading	certificate	
•  Missing	references	
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WHERE	
to	

publish?	



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Journal	Citation	Reports	(JCR)	is	the	official	source	to	find	a	journal’s	impact	factor,	provided	
by	Web	of	Knowledge,	a	research	platform	by	Thomson	Reuters	(formerly	ISI)	



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Web	of	Science	is	a	multidisciplinary	database	that	covers	over	12,000	journals	and	allows:	1)	
search	of	articles	on	a	topic;	and	2)	track	of	article	and	citing	references.	Also	provided	by	

Web	of	Knowledge,	a	research	platform	by	Thomson	Reuters	(formerly	ISI)	



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Scopus	is	provided	by	Elsevier	
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Gap Analysis: Facts and Figures 

•  Only	51%	publishing	in	journal	
•  12%	are	without	any	publication	
•  18%	still	publish	in	conference	proceedings	
compared	to	11%	average	for	other	RU	

•  17%	did	not	co-author	their	publications	with	
their	peers	in	UTM	

•  Only	16.9%	possessed	national	author	
collaborators	compared	to	32%	of	publications	
with	international	co-authorship	

•  87%	are	intra/crossdisciplinary	research		



Gap Analysis: Basis 

•  Lack	of	project	continuity	and	sustainability	
•  Lack	of	research	focus	leader	
•  No	conversion	of	undergraduate	and	postgraduate	research	output	

into	publication:	
	
	
	
	

	
•  Less	conference	organisation	
•  Lack	of	incentive	to	authors	
•  Lack	of	national	collaboration	
•  Lack	of	multidisciplinary/transdisciplinary	research	culture	
•  Minimal	appointment	of	editors	amongst	staff	

20%	

10%	
70%	

UTM	Journals	

Book	Chapters	

Conference	Proceedings	
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“Dear	Prof.	Colin,	
	
Not	only	have	we	approved	your	
manuscript,	but	we	have		
decided	that	your	beautifully	
written	paper	is	publishable		
as	it	stands”					
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“Thank	you	for	your	detailed	
and	lengthy	constructive	
comments	of	my	manuscript.	
I	will	be	sure	to	incorporate	
all	the	suggestions	in	my	next	
drafts”		
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UNTOLD  
stories 



Impact	factor	(IF)	varies	across	
discipline(s)	and	subject	categories	
(Althouse	et	al.,	2009)		
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Well-established	vintage	
fields	with	relatively	long	half	
lives	would	have	higher	
cumulated	citation	(Pudovkin	
and	Garfield,	2004)	



Open 

In	some	countries,	grant	application	reviews	
involve	impact	factor	in	considering	the	

applicant’s	performance		
(Ebadi	and	Schiffauerova,	2015)	
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VIRAL	
HOT	
TRENDING	

SEXY	
CUTE	
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**Although	replication	in	conducting	research	is	allowed,	
research	problem	shall	ideally	be	something	novel,	original	
and	unique	to	attract	attention	and	contribute	to	social/
economic	development	



Although	it	is	advisable	to	get	comments	
on	a	draft	version	from	senior	professors,	
do	not	ask	the	author	of	published	article	
whose	work	you	are	replicating	for	
comments	on	the	draft	version	until	it	is	
officially	published	with	unique	
contributions	between	these	2	(King,	2006)	



Talk	about	the	article	
being	replicated,	not	

about	the	authors	
(King,	2006)	and	avoid	
Trojan	citation	(Shaw,	

2016)	



Although	not	clearly	indicated,	roughly	85%	
of	all	citations	should	be	less	than	5	years	
old	(exception	applies	e.g.	for	philosophical	

studies)	(Wordvice,	2018)	



Articles	in	the	references	will	
likely	lead	to	the	right	journal	
of	interest	(Attiwill,	2011)	



	“The	statistic	that	27%	of	our	papers	were	not	cited	in	5	years	
was	disconcerting.	It	certainly	indicates	that	it	is	important	to	

maintain	high	standards	when	accepting	papers.”	
Marvin	E.	Bauer	(2010),	Editor,	Journal	of	Remote	Sensing	of	Environment	



Although	citing	own	paper	serves	an	important	function	by	
showing	incremental	iterative	advancement	of	the	work,	avoid	

excessive	self-citation	and	journal-self-citation	
	(Hyland,	2003)	



Removes	all	doubts	
and	avoid	words	such	
as	proves,	confirmed	

etc	as	research	is	
dynamic	and	ever	

changing		



Keep	name	and	affiliation	
consistent	as		alternative	
spellings	lead	to	online	

confusion		
(Attiwill,	2011)		



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Only	use	abbreviations	firmly	

established	in	the	field	



Open 

Conclusion	should	not	repeat	
the	findings,	yet	should	

conclude	the	general	
interpretation	of	findings,	

advantages	and	uniqueness	of	
the	manuscript	as	well	as	the	

way	forward	
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If	rejected,	modify	the	title,	
restructure	the	paper	according	
to	previous	comments	and	
submit	to	a	new	journal			



Open 

Do	follow	up	with	the	journal	only	
on	weekly	or	fortnightly	basis	
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