1.0 INTRODUCTION
1.1 Background of the Study

Tertiary education is being one of the most challenging issues in recent discussion. There are about 20 Public Universities, 18 Private Universities and 4 International Universities in Malaysia. This excludes University Colleges, Learning Institutes and Private Schools. The amounts of these institutes are expanding so quickly with the drastic increase in number of students graduating from previous foundation programs, A-levels and diploma studies. 
The amount of facilities provided for these students are being prepared in such short time to meet their needs. Keeping up with standard and accreditation is another issue that these institutes have to maintain. It is not an easy task when it comes to organizing a university. A lot of planning, approval, commitment and preparation are required. The government has also implemented quality control and International recognition for the Universities in Malaysia. This is to bring up the Malaysian Universities Standard and for it to compete with other universities globally.  
Furthermore, the entry requirements for these tertiary institutes are high in terms of fees and qualification. Students who have excelled in their academic before the tertiary intake would have got scholarship while others could apply for loan such as PTPTN. Besides that, sponsorships are also provided by some big corporate companies and will usually bond these students. 
For the others that are not eligible, they can’t afford to pay this hefty amount of fees. Their only alternative is to do part-time. Experiences are more important and taken into priority by most employers. Many companies have no time to train these fresh graduates as they do not have enough manpower and time to do so. Some students feel that while working, they could get extra practical knowledge and when they graduate later, it could give them a plus point. 
Many students nowadays that have chosen to pursue full time studies fail to keep track with the academic. They claim it is too stressful and pressures them a lot. On the other hand, students that chose part time complains they do not have enough time for studies, and lecture hours are very short. This results to failure of these students to complete their course. Many students do not realize how important is tertiary education and it becomes such a waste when they cannot complete it. One of the factors of students failing to complete their studies is probably insufficient of understanding and knowledge of choosing one course. They do not understand the skill of learning, sacrifices, advantages and disadvantages between part-time and full-time studies. If students could tackle this few problems as mentioned above, they probably could not only comfortably finish their studies, perhaps excel with flying colors. 
1.2 Statement of Problem
Students who wish to apply for tertiary education or in other words universities often face problems such as entry requirement. Due to limited seats in the university, many students tend not be offered to further their studies. Only those with higher grades are able to pursue. Besides that, time is another factor concerning students in terms of management and duration of course for both full-time and part-time studies. Facilities provided for full-time and part-time students are not the same especially when it comes to accommodation such as hostel. Full-time students will easily get a hostel whereas part-time students are not qualified for hostel accommodation. For those living outstation, this has become a burden as they need to travel frequently to attend classes. There are limited lecturers allocated for part-time students compared to full-time. Part-time students are also less exposed to the technical equipments and tools due to most materials are kept or stored only at the main campus. 
On the other hand, one of the challenges in part-time studies is their focus on studies as some of them have family and work commitment at the same time. For instance, family matters such as maternity, paternity, children health and education issues are some of the reasons for missing classes, late attendance and etc. Heavy workload and extended working hours may also affect the commitment towards studies. Time and stress management are crucial in order to balance personal, working and study life. 

Finally, no matter what method of study the student chooses, they need to have a proper learning strategy to ease them along the course duration. Short and compressed study is more effective compared to prolonged study for some students and vice versa. Full time students have more time to spend for research and analyze in order to complete assignments given but not for part-time. 
1.3 Objective of Study
The objectives of this study are:
a) To understand and realize the advantages and disadvantages of choosing part-time or full-time study.
b) To provide suggestions and recommendation on choosing either 1 of the method of study for students who wish to pursue in tertiary level education.
c) To find out whether students who have chosen the particular mode of study are able to adopt with practical knowledge.
1.4 Research Question

1.4.1
Objective 1:
To understand and realize the advantages and disadvantages of choosing part-time or full-time study.

Research Question 1:

Which is the better choice between both the methods of study?

1.4.2
Objective 2:

To provide suggestions and recommendation on choosing either 1 of the method of study for students who wish to pursue in tertiary level education.
Research Question 2:

What are the advantages that attract students in choosing that particular mode of study?

1.4.3
Objective 3:

To find out whether students who have chosen the particular mode of study are able to adopt with practical knowledge.

Research Question 3:

Is the practical knowledge and experience able to help in pursuing the studies?

1.5 Significance of the Study


Nowadays, choosing the right study method is becoming very serious among students for both part-time as well as full-time. The students who wish to take up their studies have to create awareness among them when choosing a method of study they wish to participate in. This is because not everybody can adapt both in both situations. One might be comfortable in full-time and the other might prefer part-time. Besides that, after choosing the method of study, students have to be prepared for what holds upon them. Once they have chosen either one, then they should be prepared for all the tasks, sacrifices, and commitment. After making the choice, they have to focus only on the advantages of the chosen method of study. So that it will not pull them back. Therefore, this study will be able to be a guidance for future tertiary level students when comes to deciding which method of study to choose.
1.6 Scope of the Study
To assess and evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of both part-time and full-time study, a branch campus of ‘Universiti Teknologi Malaysia’ situated in the heart of Kuala Lumpur with 100 part-time and full-time students’ population was chosen. The respondents, who were between the ages of 18 and 50 years old, were randomly selected by the research team themselves. Data for the research were collected through questionnaire and interview which was distributed from June 8 to June 20 this year.
2.0
LITERATURE REVIEW
2.1
Part- Time Adult Learner
Part-Time Adult Learners are a group of the higher education students. There are a variety terms synonymous with the Part-Time Learner (PTL) used in Canadian and American (1984) effectively captures the aforementioned variability by describing the PTL as

“The 29 year-old man with a wife and a new baby, who, at last perceiving that accounting is his niche, plods on over as many as eight years toward accreditation in that field. It is an ambitious senior school teacher who has set his mind on a school superintendency and seeks to advance his credentials. It is a member of a farmers’ union with a vision of what might be in agriculture who undertakes to grapple with economics in preparation for a leadership role. It is a restless 43 year-old wife and mother who gains relief from household demands through the study of ceramics or comparative literature or who takes refresher courses in nursing techniques in anticipation of her re-entry into nursing. It is an engineering graduate, success having placed him in managerial ranks, who is confronted with human problems for which his earlier professional training has not prepared him. It is a new Canadian for whom more rewarding employment or access to formal post-secondary education requires that he upgrade his skill in English as a second language.” 











(Campbell ,1984 )
By most accounts, it is simply more stressful to balance studies and a job than to drop the job and study full time. Are you willing and able to spend much of your free time hunched over books? To cut down on socializing with friends? To survive on six hours of sleep a night? And to do these things for years on end? 

“Graduate students who are taking classes part time and working full time may begin to question their competence. ... Even if they are successful in their jobs, if they struggle in their class work they may begin doubting themselves in all areas of their lives."








(Jonathan Kandell,1985)
Phil Buckingham, 37, a teacher who is getting a master's degree in educational administration from Johns Hopkins University's Montgomery County campus, copes with this mental challenge by reminding himself that he doesn't need straight A’s to succeed in grad school. 
"I do want the good grades," he says, "but I've also figured out that wherever I get my next job is probably not going to be looking at my GPA. They want to know you have the degree." 








(Phil Buckingham, 1972)
Thirty-nine-year-old Paula Fleming, a Ph.D. psychology student at the University of Missouri-Columbia, has coped differently. She has found herself taking fewer and fewer classes so as to keep up her high level of performance at work. Still, those who work while going to school will be able to begin applying what they're learning in class right way--an exciting prospect for many. 

"I'm not the kind of person who flourishes in complete academic theory," 








(Faith Covici, 1975)
 "I like to apply it in the real world." Sara Nolan, 27, a journalist pursuing an interdisciplinary master's in literary criticism at New York University, also likes the interplay of the two worlds. And perhaps more to the point, she's not at all sure that after working for five years she could "just study all day." 


2.2
Choosing part time study 

We can observe that normally those who do not have high education qualification, be it our friends or colleagues; especially who does not have any financial support from the family will have to work harder with lower salary to survive. Therefore, part time study has become a way for them to pursue a higher qualification in order to have a better job with desired pay after graduation from part time study. According to Johnson(1990):
 “The advantages of part time study are that you are more likely to be able to continue your present life (your full time job) without any major disruption, you can probably spread your studies over a longer period (Which should be easier) and you may even be able to take them more seriously in that you could do more reading around your subject that you could when undertaking full-time study.”
(Roy Johnson)
Part time study is a new trend which achieves work-study at the same time and thus saving time compared to full time study with the same teaching syllabus. On top of that, part time study can also eliminate worry of difficulty in getting a job after graduation. According to the Sunday Times (2008):
 “Gone are the days when one thought of finishing education to start working. Today, by necessity, education is life-long. Some of us may finish university education before looking for a job; others may join the workforce before going to the university. It's our choice. Either way, all of us can benefit from higher education. Indeed, we ought to. Work - study balance is the buzzword today amongst the employed. Work - study balance is what we need to achieve. Neglecting one will have a negative impact on the other. Finding a job is one thing.”





                         (Sunday Times, 2008)
2.3 
Time Management

Time management is a most important factor in study skill for both full time and part time students. The person who spends more time in his/her studies would easily understand the syllabus by having more concentration.

Time management should not be a problem for full-time students because they are able to spend their time in learning environment. On the other hand, part time students’ situation is totally different because they are involved in so many commitments such as workplace, family and. they must be organized in planning their study schedule because the modules and the credit hours are the same as the full time students. 

This issue can be proved by an article from The Star newspaper dated on the 15th of April 2009 (Wednesday) or from the web page as addressed http://www4.spaceutm.edu.my/en/SP_News/Index. Aspx. One of the UTM Professor, said that 
“The contact hours and modules are the same as those conducted in the main campus to ensure that UTM’s School of Professional and Continuing Education (UTMSPACE) continues to be a centre of excellence in tertiary education” 

This shows that both part-time and full-time students face the number of hours in class. The difference is full-time student will experience it throughout the week but part-time students will undergo the classes in a full stretch of 6-8 hours per day during weekends. The part time students will have to improve their academic and personal performance by managing their time strategically. 

“You need to manage time effectively if you’re going to be successful. All other things being held constant, better time management skills can improve your grades, help you keep stress in check, and help you be competitive in the career you undertake following your university education” 

(Gortner, Lahmers, and Zulaut, 2000; Macan et. al.,1990; ISR,1995)
3.0
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
3.1
Introduction

This section discusses the methodology of the research. The main purpose of the research is to investigate and to understand the advantages and disadvantages of studying part-time as well as full-time and to find out how they cope with the chosen method of study. To assess and evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of the above mentioned method of study, a branch campus of ‘Universiti Teknologi Malaysia’ situated in the heart of Kuala Lumpur with 100 part-time and full-time students’ population was chosen. Data for the research were collected through questionnaire and interview. 



3.2 
Research Instruments

This research utilized both the quantitative and qualitative research methodology. The instruments used to collect the data were questionnaire and interview. A set of questionnaire containing 14 questions divided into 3 sections was developed. Different question types, such as ranking, yes-no, open-ended and scale were used in the questionnaire. The questionnaire was piloted to a group of 5 students in our class to assess its validity before it was distributed.

The qualitative data for the research come from interview. The interview was utilized to confirm the findings from the questionnaires as well as to triangulate the data collection methods. 3 respondents were involved in the topic area. The interviews further explored the phenomenon of the advantage and disadvantage of both part-time and full-time studies.

3.3 
Respondents of the Study

The respondents of the study were current students and students that have graduated from ‘Universiti Teknologi Malaysia’in both full-time and part-time courses. In June 2009, a total of 100 questionnaires were distributed to current and graduated students of the university. A total of 60 students replied and returned the questionnaires. Of this number, 33 were full-time students while the balances of 27 students were part-time students. 3 students were selected to provide in-depths information about the topic through interview sessions. The trio was chosen because 1 is a full-time student and another 1 is a part-time student. Both outstanding academic achievements while the 3rd student is a veteran part-time student age 40 years old.     


3.4
Research Procedure

Before the data collection period begins, a pilot study was conducted to assess the validity of the research instrument. A total of 5 students were involved in the pilot study chosen at random at various place of the university which includes both main campus as well as part-time studies campus.

During the actual study, the questionnaires were distributed at various locations on campus, such as the library entrance, cafeterias, bus stops and several student study areas. Respondents for both part-time and full-time were approached with an initial question of whether they are university students, before the questionnaire was given to them. 
 Three (3) students were selected from those who completed and returned the questionnaire to attend the interview sessions. Appointments were set for the interview at a later date. Due to time constraint, the trios were called for group interview. Agreement from the respondents were sought to enable the researcher to observe the respondents’ choice between part-time studies and full-time studies. 
3.5
Data Analysis

To analyze the data, a total of 6 variables were taken into consideration namely entry requirement, time, financial problems, learning strategies, commitment and facilities provided. Data were collected and inserted into a program called SPSS. Results were presented through frequency counts and other descriptive statistics. Interview data would provide a way to validate the data from the questionnaire. The data were transcribed. The analysis of the interview data went through the coding technique using identification of categories of patterns and themes that emerged from the analysis. The field-notes from the observation were transcribed, and data from the observation sheet were analyzed and tabulated in tables.

4.0
FINDING AND DISCUSSION

4.1
Introduction

A survey was conducted on the 20th of June 2009 around UTM City Campus in the heart of Kuala Lumpur which involved 60 respondents (33 part-time students and 27 full-time students). The respondents of the study were students from the various faculties such as Engineering, Law, Education and Medicine. From the survey, we were able to analyze the data obtained and come up with charts and figures. Objective of the questions is to collect the informations to produce pie charts, bar graphs and tables with our explanation for the respondents’ answers. 

4.2
Students choice of courses
Figure 1 and Figure 2 below show the field of studies for part-time and full-time. The most popular course in part-time studies is engineering, which stand for 69.7 percent. The Management course being in second place and followed by the Education. Law is the lowest number of percentage, it’s about 6.1 percent.

The full-time pie chart shows that, again the Engineering course is the most applied studies among the students. The second place is the education studies with 26 percent followed by Management and Law courses which are in the third and the fourth. Lastly is the Medicine course with least numbers, it is about 7.4 percent.
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From these two of pie charts, it clearly shows that the Engineering course is the most familiar course among students in both mode of studies. One of the main reason this course being chosen by a big numbers of part-time students is to increase their salary by upgrading their specialization. Although with their years of experience, their salary is still lesser than those who have just graduated from the university with zero experience. 
If they are able to further their studies in part-time courses, they can overcome this problem and easily be promoted to higher position as soon as they complete. It clearly shows that paper qualification is still in demand. The full-time students mostly prefer engineering courses because nowadays almost all students like technical works such as Civil, Electrical, Mechanical and Software Engineering. A lot of intact is involved as many do not prefer only theory. 

Medical courses are not applied by part-time students because is does not offer the part-time mode. It is because in this field, theory and the practical have to be learnt together. So in this case, this course only provides full-time mode because they are able to spend their time fully in the learning environment. 

4.3
Students Achievements in Selected Courses 
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Figure 3,4,5 and 6 above show the percentage of results for full-time and part-time students in each course they have chosen. There are different results shown in each course for part-time and full-time studies. For engineering course, full time students have better result compared to part time students which an average of full-time student getting GPA of 3.10 but part-time students only scored an average GPA of 2.98. 


On the other hand, for management course, the bar chart shows that part-time students’ result are better than full-time student whereby most of the students scored GPA of 3.0 and above and 20 percent of them got GPA of 3.67 & above but the part-time students did not. When it comes to Law course, full-time students have better result compared to part-time students which most of the students i.e. 67 percent of them scored GPA of 3.5 to 3.66 but most of the part-time students which are 86 percent of them only scored GPA of 3.0 to 3.49.


Lastly, for education course, the results for full-time students are also better than part-time students whereby 100 percent of full-time students scored GPA of 3.0 to 3.66 while part-time students were able to score a GPA of 2.5 to 2.99. The finding of the bar chart shows that full-time students which have chosen Engineering, Law and Education courses tends to get better result than part-time students while on the other hand part-time students that have chosen Management courses tends to get better result compare to full time students.


From the analysis of the data from figure 3,4,5 and 6, it can be concluded that full-time students can concentrate more in theory and calculation subjects such as Engineering, Law and Education courses. For Management courses, working experience is much important which they could easily apply practically from their current job to class and for examination. 
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4.4 
Students Adopting Practical Knowledge in Studies


Figure 7 above shows the percentage of students adopting their practical knowledge for full-time and part-time studies. From the figure above, a total of 33 percent of student from part- time studies can fully adopt practical knowledge but not for of full-time students. The bar graph shows 50 percent of part-time students slightly adopt practical knowledge while 33.3 percent of full-time students have the same.


Besides that, the figure shows that a higher of percentage is  66.7 percent of full-time student was not able to adopt practical knowledge at all compared to part-time students which is 17 percent. The finding from the bar chart shows that part-time students can seek experiences form their current job and apply it to their studies and compare to full-time students. From the analysis, it can be concluded that part-time students can be more ideological comparing to full-time students due to the experience and knowledge they seek from their current job.
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4.5 
Students Opinion in Services and Facilities Provided

The bar graph above shows the different opinions given by both part-time and full-time students based on the comfort they gain. Firstly is their concentration in class. Full-time students tend to vote the highest percentage which is 90.1% while the part-time students only voted 71.1%. 

This clearly shows that full-time students are able to concentrate more in class as their lectures are normally 5 days and begins in the morning and end in the evening. They are not exposed to much commitment as part-time students. For the part-time students, they are commited to work, family and sometimes their classes will pull them till late night. Part-time students may also experience skipping classes due to assignments at work.


Secondly,  the nearest gap between part-time and full-time students opinions are transportation. About 79 percent of full-time students say that tansportation is easy whereas only 75 percent of part-time students are satisfied. Transportation will usualy not be a problem for full-time students as they live within the campus. But not for those who live outside the campus. For the part-time students who owns a car will not consider it as a problem. But for the students who does not own a car will surely suffer from transportation problem. This situation arrises when campuses are located in places too far away from  their residence.


Finally,  time management after class hours shows a huge difference between part-time and full-time learning students. 85.2 percent of full-time students are able to handle it while only 68.7 percent of full-time students can  handle it. This is because as mentioned earlier regarding students commitment after lectures. Full-time students have other work or assignment to be accomplised but full-time students does not.

5.0
CONCLUSION

The research investigated the benefits and drawbacks of part-time and full-time studies among students of ‘University Teknologi Malaysia’. Primary data were obtained from randomly distributing questionnaires to 100 students (60 respondents). 
As mentioned in the introduction, the objective of the study was to understand and realize the advantages and disadvantages of choosing part-time or full-time study and to provide suggestions and recommendations on choosing either one of the method of study along to find out whether students who have chose the particular mode are able to adopt with the available practical knowledge.

Based on the data obtained, the study has shown that most of the respondents understood the difference between part-time and full-time study. The following conclusions can be drawn from the study. To begin with students’ choice of study. It clearly shows that although many prefer Engineering Field in part-time but due to a lot of technical exposures, full-time will be the best option. 
On the other hand, Management courses are better to be studied in part-time while working helps a lot in tackling tasks. It also clearly shows that the facilities provided to furnish students’ in order for them to complete their tasks are not being fair for part-time and full-time. Students in the full-time are able to benefit more while the part-time find it a little hard. 
The advantage and disadvantage are equally distributed which means one might find it easy to study but will face problem in getting equipments while the other might find it difficult to study but with other materials and gadgets, it eases the learning process. 

Although the scope was only within the campus of Universiti Teknologi Malaysia, the data obtained might not be appropriate enough to be true. The duration, quantity and quality of the survey may influence the analyzing process. This data can be used as guidance for students in order to choose the courses and further details can be obtained from the University as different universities provide different types of facilities.     

6.0
RECOMMENDATIONS

Based on the findings and conclusion of the study, here are some recommendations to be considered for our research:



6.1
Recommendations Based on Findings

· Firstly, as of management courses, it is recommended that students to pursue their studies in the part-time field due to implication of practical experience.

· For students who wish to take up medical courses, there is no part-time course offers as medical course requires both theoretical and practical input at the same time.

· Majority students prefer engineering courses in part-time mode, but their academic achievement is lower than full-time student’s achievements (from data obtained). So, it is recommended to take full-time studies. 

6.2
Future Research Recommendation


Since this study had only focused on ‘University Teknologi Malaysia’ (City Campus, KL) students, it is recommended that further research to be carried out on students from other universities as results may differ and compare the differences or similarities. Furthermore, further research could also explore the other type of courses besides what have been done. Lastly, further investigation can be carried out to suggest the campuses on increasing and giving equal facilities to facilitate students in both the mode of studies.
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