AKEELAH AND THE BEE 

1) Why did Akeelah feel such a strong need to fit in and not 

stand out from her peers? Was she being true to herself by 

not using the gifts God gave her? What gifts are we holding 

back? Why? 
2) Was it right for Mr. Welch to push Akeelah into the 

spelling bee? What were his motives? Has anyone ever 

pushed you to do something that you yourself did not 

think you could do? What did you learn from 

the experience?

3) What do you think motivated Akeelah to work hard? 

What motivates you?
4) What did Akeelah and Dr. Larabee gain from their work 

together? What have you gained from working with others?

5) Why do you think Akeelah’s mom was so against her 

daughter competing in the spelling bee? What challenges 

was she facing in her life? What made her change her 

mind about the bee and Akeelah’s goal to win?
6) Why did Dr. Larabee decide to stop coaching Akeelah 

right before the nationalbee? How did this impact Akeelah 

and her goal?
7) How do you think Dylan felt about the pressure put on 

him by his father? Did this pressure help Dylan? Why do 

you think his father pressured him so badly? 
8) How did Javier and Georgia show they were good friends 

to Akeelah? What qualities do you look for in your friends?
9) What was it about Dr. Larabee’s teaching style that worked 

for Akeelah? What did he do specifically to challenge her 

and get her ready for the competition?
10) What fears did Dr. Larabee have in his life? What fears did 

Akeelah have in her life? How do you overcome the fears 

in your own life?

