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Strategy for Research Proposal 
Presentation

Think about the presentation 
beforehand. Describe the problem 

and its background.

Show what you have done in the first 
semester and what work is needed in 

the second semester.

Show diagrams and charts to help in 
describing the problem. Make 

appropriate use of pictures.

Produce 10 – 20 slides only. Ensure 
that the slides look good. Make copies 

of your slides available.

Literature review: draw a chart to 
show referred papers and where you 

are.

Make sure you know each slide. Don’t 
show slides that you are not sure. Be 

able to answer all questions.



Vocal Presentation Style

 Be Heard - make sure your audience can hear you

 Air Intake - will help you control the volume of your voice

 Vary your voice - change your speed, pitch and volume

 Be clear and Understandable - use the simplest language 
which is appropriate for the subject and the audience.

 Fluency - avoid saying words when you stop, such as: “Um”, 
“Er”, “Like”, and “Totally”.

 Pronunciation and Accents - you should not be concerned 
about your accent when giving a presentation; the words is 
identifiable. Beware – slight mispronunciation can lead to 
dramatic changes in meaning.



Physical Presentation Style
 Smile - positive attitude rubs off on the audience.
 Eye contact - builds trust with the audience, so look directly at 
different individuals for a few seconds each.
 Posture - stand squarely on both feet and do not lean on 
anything; avoid checking and rechecking your equipment, it coveys 
nervousness and a lack of confidence.
 Gestures - try to make sure gestures are natural and unforced; 
Beware: sub-conscious mannerisms and habits – twisting of rings 
on fingers, drumming fingers on a table, etc., are distracting and 
annoying.
 Nerves - being prepared is the most effective action you can 
take for dealing with nerves: prepare your material, both the 
content and the presentation media; be prepared also means 
practice your presentation, at least once.  



Developing Structure

The level of interest will greatly depend on how you present the 
subject ; your presentation must be structured.

(1)Introductions – use to generate interest and to give a reason 
for listening. The introduction needs to be clear and concise, 

depending on the time available, the introduction should take 
no more than 5-10% of your presentation. 



Developing Structure

(2)Planning – good planning is essential for a good presentation.
(2.1) A reasonable objective – be clear on why you are giving 

your presentation. Your objective may be: to Inform (conference 
presentation, press briefing); to Educate (teaching, lecturing);

(2.2) Who is listening – know your audience
(2.3) The content  - define your content & identify important 

and/or interesting information and arrange it in a sensible and 
plausible order.

(2.4) The building blocks – structure your presentation; a short 
introduction & a clear statement of the message or concept 

before moving on to the main segment; review your ‘route’ for 
the benefit of your audience, stating how you got there and 

where you are going – ‘signposting’.



Developing Structure

(3)Linking – each section will have a separate identity, but in 
most cases will link with one or more of the other sections –
make sure the audience realises this. This can be achieved by 

using a bridging phrase,
“We discussed the general concept in section A, but now in 

section B, I want to consider a specific example.”

“So, we’ve talked about A, let’s move on to B…”

“From A it follows that…”



Developing Structure

(4)Conclusions – Your conclusion should be well signposted, to 
make full use of the final burst of interest, and should be fairly 
brief. Perhaps you could link back to your introduction. Don’t 

finish with a weak sentence like “well, that’s about it…”



Presenting with PowerPoint

 Use a template – use a set font and colour scheme; different 
styles are disconcerting to the audience.
 Fonts – choose a clean font that is easy to read such as Arial, 
Times Roman, Calibri; Stick with one or two types of fonts.
 Font Sizes – for text slides, never go below 18 point and as a 
general use the largest font size possible – fill the space.
 Colour – try and stick to using more than three or four different 
colours for text slides, reserve the others for diagrams and figures. 
Most important, be consistent in your use of colour on your slides.
 Background – stick to simplest background possible so as to 
make the information on the slide stand out. 
 Bullets – keep each bullet to one line, two at the most; limit 
the number of bullets in a screen to six.



Individual Assignments

 Please prepare a research proposal on your own 
research area of interest (max 20 pages). 
 Print out and bind your research proposal, then 
submit your research proposal on 25/5/2014 (Sunday).
 Please prepare 15 minutes PowerPoint presentation 
on a research proposal. The presentation week will start 
on week 13 (4/5/2014) until week 15.

Note: Test will be held on week 12 
(7/5/2014 – 11.00 to 12.30) 



Thank You for Your 
Attention


