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Introduction 
 Cultural interaction of people and their landscape is important 

because human cultural actions are now seen to have their 
own positive attributes on the landscape (Gunner, 2005; Ina 
Gavra, 2012). 
 

 Traditional values are complimentary in the restoration of the 
ecology and therefore has become a  global viable research 
(Phuthego & Chanda, 2004).  

 
African traditions and beliefs has  helped in the preservation of 

the landscapes , an example of such can be seen in South 
Africa,  where the  Zulus tribe have preserved a mountain and 
its features, based on indigenous values (Gunner, 2005). 

 
Nigerian rural communities like many other African rural 

communities rely trees for their daily needs. It thus becomes 
important to study traditional  values associated with trees and 
the landscape 

 



The problem 
 
 The concerns of most cultural research works in Nigeria are 

centered on the three ethnic groups of Yoruba, Hausa and 
Igbo (Adegbija, 2004). The Nupe ethnic group with a 
considerable population of over 1.5 million is devoid of 
cultural landscape studies.  

 Moreover, the Nupe ethnic has rich cultural values and 
practices so much so that each Nupe community is 
characterised with its uniqueness in cultural practices and 
norms, (Nadel 1942)  

 Most modes of assessments on the values of trees are focused 
on  their tangible values and little or non on the intangible 
values 

 The assessment of traditional values would need to go beyond 
its external attributes on human behaviours , to include 
people’s cultural values and perceptions. (Linehan & Gross, 
1998; Stephenson, 2005).  
 



The study community, Nupe land in 
central Nigeria 



Nupeland is characterised with both hinterland 
and riverine settlement. This makes the Nupe 
people amiable to farming and fishing 



Doko village landscape  

Doko is one of the twelve main towns that constitute the nucleus of the Nupeland 
(Idrees, 1998). The town was formed from the fusion of several clans who settled 
on the hill for protection against the early 18 century raids on Nupe communities. 
The hill is a dominant feature in the community landscape which also formed 
part of the ancestral homes of the community before they migrated down to the 
lower plains  

A close view of the Hill 



A view towards the southern hill 

views from the southern Hill 



Typical Nupe compound layout and location of trees 

The compounds are laid such that the individual nucleus family courts sum 
up to form a compound . The compound is lead by Emitso ( the oldest male 
ember of the family) 
The various family courts  share common spaces such as the katamba 
(entrance hut ) and the  conveniences  



Results, Spatial  distribution of trees  

 

 

 The most preferred location for trees is the front of 
compounds near katamba (the entrance hut). Katamba 
marks the entry point into each of the compounds. It is a 
space where the male members of the compound rest and 
relax in the evenings after the day’s work at the farm.  



Species of trees found within the compounds 

Sn Local Name Scientific name  % 

1 Lemu Citrus sinensis 39% 

2 Gbanchi  Ficus platyphylla 12% 

3 Mungoro Mangifera indica 11% 

4 Kochi  
Butyrospermum 

parkii 
9% 

5 Goyiba Psidium guajava 8% 

6 Nimu Azadirachta indica 8% 

7 Yikunu Elaeis guineensis 5% 

8 Yaba Musa specie 5% 

9 Konkeni Carica papaya 3% 

Seven out of nine species were fruit producing trees, while 80% of the 
compounds visited have at least one fruit tree planted.  Lemu (Citrus 
sinensis), was the most common tree, because it provided fruits and 
shades all year round 



Tree planted in front of the compounds 

Male members of  
various compounds  
resting and relaxing 
under the shade of 
tree in front of the 
compound 



The  tree providing shade for congregation 

Trees in front of the compounds provides shade 
ceremonies such as weddings 

Spatial functions of trees 



Item local name Scientific name 
Traditional 

valuable uses 

Location 

found 
No  

      Fa Me Sp Ho  * 

1 Wuchi Khaya senegalensis x x 42 

2 kulanchi Crateva adansonii x x   24 

3 Goyiba Psidium  guajava x x x 22 

4 Nambi sunsun Crossopteryx febrifuga x x 18 

5 Nimu  Azadirachta indica x x x 16 

6 Kpache  Terminalia schimperina x x 10 

7 Konkeni Carica papaya x x x 14 

8 Lemu  Citrus  x x x 12 

9 Yaba  Musa sapientum x x x 16 

10 Mungoro  Mangifera indica x x x 12 

11 Bafin Pilostigma thonningii x x x 8 

12 Gbashi Sarcocephalus latifolius x x x 8 

13 Gbanchi  Ficus capensis  x x x 6 

14 Zanchi kpara Pterocarpus erinaceus x x x 6 

15 Lonchi  Parkia biglobosa x x 6 

16 Kochi Butyrospermum  indica x x x 4 

17 Danchi  Daniellia oliveri x x 8 

18 Jinjerechi Spondias mombin x x 4 

19 Putu  Neocarya macrophylla x x 4 

20 Kukukpachi Bombax buonopozense x x 4 

21 Saachi Erythrophleum suaveolens x x x 4 

22 Yikunu Cocos nucifera x     x 8 

Values of trees 

The  results (Table 1) 
shows more species of 
trees valued by the 
community members  
than those physically 
present within the 
compound layouts. 
  
 Coloured red are  

Species of Trees (9 in 
Number) found 
planted within the 
compounds 

 
 Coloured black are 

species of trees (13 
species ) valued but 
not found planted 
within the 
compound  

Table 1: showing Location, values, and uses of trees  

*Indicates the number of mentions from all the respondents (n=51) Ho=Home location, fa=farm location, med=medicinal value, spr = spiritual value, eco = 

economic value , shd = shade value 



Categories of values 
Within the cultural landscape, trees that provide medicinal and spiritual values 
can be categorised into two 

Trees that provide medicinal needs of the community such as fever, 
stomach aches, skin diseases, body pain, menstrual cramp 
constitutes a common knowledge to all the community members 
especially the family heads and most of the condiments are made 
from the trees found within the compounds 
 
While trees that fulfil the spiritual needs of the community are 
confined to the knowledge and expertise of the community’s 
herbalist and traditional native doctors and most of the condiments 
are gotten from the trees found at the farms . Examples of such 
spiritual decoctions are  
 Protection against the evil forces of  thunder strike (radi) 
 Protection against witchcraft (ganchi) 
 Two parties quarrelling is also treatable spiritually 
 Nightmares are also spiritually treated using  decoction prepared 

from tree parts 



 The most valued trees are those fulfilling the medicinal and spiritual needs 
of the community (table 1). However trees spatially found within the 
compound layout are those that provide shade and fruits. 

 There are more varieties of trees fulfilling the needs of the community than 

those found within the compounds. 
 

The reasons for non spatial representations of medicinal and spiritual valued 
trees within the compound  is attributed to , 
 
 The community’s  reliance more on the products of the trees such as leaves, 

barks and roots rather than the physical presence of the trees to fulfil the 
spiritual and medicinal needs. 
 

 Trees associated with spiritual ailments are confined to the knowledge of 
the few native doctors and thus most community members rely on them 
for the supply of such medicines.  While the native doctors also considered  
fetching the tree parts as part of the daily routines of going to the farms 

 

 

Deductions 



Conclusion 
 A greater percentage of medicinal and spiritually valued trees are not 

seen within the immediate vicinity of the compounds, rather they are 
located at the farms.  

 
 The spiritual and medicinal values of such trees are more on the 

products of the tree parts such as the roots, leaves and the bark. For 
these reasons there is a difference in the spatial distribution of trees 
found within the compounds and the actual species of trees fulfilling 
the community’s daily needs.  
 

 This implies that, trees with multifunctional attributes of providing fruit 
and shade are more likely to be nurtured within the compounds while 
those with spiritual and medicinal values are more likely to be protected 
at the farms 
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